TV Script Lesson Plan
Prepared and Taught by Mary Ann Todd
Grades 6-9 TV Production Class

Objectives
· To analyze data and information for meaning
· To apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies

· To interpret information to generate new understandings and knowledge

· To participate effectively in groups

· To use information accurately and creatively

Warm Up
· Name as many types of TV shows as you can.
Introduction

· Media Specialist discusses objectives with class

· Media Specialist asks the following questions of entire class who answers questions while looking at “Little Red Riding Hood” (LRRH) script, Handout A
1) Script Writing
a. What is goal of this script? What were you practicing when you were in the studio doing the LRRH script?
b. Discuss 4 types of TV shows used in LLRH script

i. Instructional show—story hour, commercial for BSA, sports show—football , instructional show—cooking, 

c. Discuss other show types from warm-up lesson

2) Structure necessary to make script work

a. Define term: person who read LRRH - BSA called … Character or Talent

b. How many different Characters in LRRH (4)

c. How many times does each Character/Talent speak?

i. LRRH (3) BSA (3)  FB (3)  COOK (2)

d. How many total spots for Characters? (11)

e. How many lines—not sentences—does each Character have?
i. 2-3 typed, your scripts hand written 3-5

f. Last line lead in to first line responses of next Character
g. Examine first four Character after Announcer: best to introduce 4 characters in first four spots
Teacher Directed Activity 
· Media Specialist writes on overhead as class provides ideas

· Write 2-4 lines of a script on overhead using Bounty Paper Towel Commercial, Animal Funniest Home Videos, Baseball, Trading Spaces

Student Activity
· Students divide into groups and write script using Handout B
· Media Specialist divides into groups by class counting off by 4
Extension
· Students practice “Jeopardy” channel surfing script in TV studio

Assessment

· Each script, written by 5 student groups, is practiced in TV studio, videotaped and evaluated through class discussion with Media Specialist

LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD TV SCRIPT
Handout A
ANNOUNCER: Good day. My name is _______, and I love to watch TV. The only trouble is that I can’t always decide what programs to watch. For example, last night I kept switching between a story hour, a Boy Scout commercial, a football game, and a cooking show. The results were a bit confusing. Here is what it looked like…

1. LRRH: Good morning boys and girls. On today’s story hour we are going to see the story of Little Red Riding Hood and her adventures on the way to grandmother’s house. One day Little Red Riding Hood’s mother said to her. . 

2. BSA: Join the Boy Scouts of America! Yes sir, boys, when you join the scouts you’ll do all sorts of wonderful activities. You’ll go hiking! You’ll go camping! You’ll put up tents and build campfires! And when you wake up in the morning and see your cooking, why you’ll say…

3. FB: What a mess! They are all over the field! Patrick Ramsey is screaming at the referee, and I can just imagine what he is saying.

4. COOK: Have you tried my recipe for pumpkin bread? And once you have baked it, do you know what you can do with it???

5. LRRH: Put it in a basket and take it to grandmother’s house. When grandmother sees it, why she will say…

6. COOK: I never saw such a pile of junk food in all my life! There’s only one place for such a pile of garbage as this. Just one place!

7. FB: In the middle of the Redskin’s 10 yard line! There’s only one thing that can save the Skins now! Just one thing!

8. BSA: The Boy Scouts of America!

9. FB: …And brother, are they confused! The referee is screaming at Ramsey and Ramsey is screaming back! I can just imagine what he is saying!

10. LRRH: What a big mouth you have, grandmother! Just then the wolf jumped out of bed and grabbed Little Red Riding Hood! Only one thing could save Little Red now! Just one thing!

11. BSA: The Boy Scouts of America!
ANNOUNCER:
I guess you can see it was kind of confusing,




And if you just watch TV, then you’re really loosing.




Making TV is a much better bet




Than just giving a look at the TV set.
LRRH script provided by Ms. Bobbie Chase,

Media Specialist, Cabin John Middle School

Practice Script Writing Model
Prepared by Mary Ann Todd
Handout B
NAME: __________________________________


NAME: __________________________________


NAME: __________________________________


NAME: __________________________________




TV SCRIPT

ANNOUNCER: Good day. My name is _______, and I love to watch TV. The only trouble is that I can’t always decide what programs to watch. For example, last night I kept switching between The Crocodile Hunter with Steve Irwin, a car commercial, a basketball game, and the game show, Who Wants to be a Millionaire. The results were a bit confusing. Here is what it looked like…

1. ___CROC________________: __________________________________________


(CHARACTER 1)

2.__CAR COMM. ____________: _________________________________________


(CHARACTER 2)

3. ___BASKETBALL_________:_____________________________________________

(CHARACTER 3)

4. ___MILLIONAIRE_________:_____________________________________________

(CHARACTER 4)

Model continues with 10 areas for script writing

JEOPARDY TV SCRIPT

Handout C

ANNOUNCER: Good day. My name is _______, and I love to watch TV. The only trouble is that I can’t always decide what programs to watch. For example, last night I kept switching between the evening news, an instructional show called “How to Paint,” the game show, Jeopardy, and a golf tournament. The results were a bit confusing. Here is what it looked like…

NEWS: Good Evening: Our lead story tonight focuses on an attempted theft at the White House. Spokeswoman Wanda Wonderful said that a guest at a state dinner had tried to steal a. . . 

PAINT:… paint brush. Yes, students the most valuable tool in your pack of painting tools is your paint brush. Remember during last week’s class when I said. . .

 JEO: I’m Alex Trebeck and tonight’s Final Jeopardy question is. . .

GOLF: How could Tiger Woods’ shot have landed in that sand trap? He never misses a shot that easy! But today, at the Goofy Golf Gala here in Georgia, that golf ball fell right into. . .

PAINT: . . .a giant smear of day glow yellow paint. Yessirree, get a huge glob of day glow yellow on that paint brush and smear it on this abstract painting in the. . .

NEWS: . . .White House Rose Garden. That’s where the thief was caught while trying to flee with the priceless silver fork used by George Washington to eat his. . .

JEO:. . . lime jello mold filled with gummy bear candy, which is tonight’s correct answer to our Final Jeopardy question of. . .

GOLF: What is wrong with Tiger Woods? He is playing so badly today that this sports announcer is totally speechless.

ANNOUNCER: 
I guess you can see it was kind of confusing,




And if you just watch TV, then you’re really losing.




Making TV is a much better bet




Than just giving a look at the TV set.

Jeopardy script written by: Mary Ann Todd

Media Assistant, Richard Montgomery High School

SLM552, Internship 1/04

