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Hide and seek has never been one of my favorite games.  I am only learning how to better seek out information on the Internet without wasting too much precious time.  Elizabeth Dobler’s article, Reading on the Internet: The Link Between Literacy and Technology, contained much useful advice.  

One of my favorite websites to visit is www.lorenz.com.  This music publisher has designed its site with the customer in mind.  The site is neat, organized, and easy to navigate with useful pathways.  I can easily choose a generic title or subject, request new releases, or do a quick search for something specific.  There are no flashing distractions or sales gimmicks.  I can concentrate on my task. I can listen to new releases.  Product information is updated regularly.  I can buy directly from this publisher or link to other retail dealers in my area.  Questions are quickly answered via e-mail and the customer service personnel are courteous and knowledgeable via the toll free number.  

The information I find at Future of Music Coalition is helpful although the print tends to be small.  Until recently, the website was very difficult to read because of the background colors which were various shades of red and orange.  It has been revamped.  Red still prevails as a menu background, but the lettering is white which is quite eye-catching.  The background colors for the main body have been altered to beige and pale yellows.  The scrolling and flashing icons are now still and stable.  The icons were not necessarily advertisements, just a way for the authors to gain your recognition about a news release or an upcoming event.  I found them distracting rather than attracting.  The new sophisticated look is more appealing and causes less eye strain.  The text size, however, can not be altered.

In designing a website, three definite considerations are colorings, spacing of information, and standardized font size.  A designer should choose flashing or scrolling graphics with care.  The information topics should be well organized and easy to scan for specific information.  Paragraphs of information need to follow the basic rules of good grammar and start with a good topic sentence. The web designer needs to foremost consider the needs of the targeted audience.  

As for our discussion thread recommendation, I agree that the reading is boring and somewhat unapproachable.  The to-do directions could be bulleted instead of in paragraph form.  The instructions would be referenced easier.
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