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Advantages of Virtual Education: Discussion Thread

Virtual education no longer presents the question of whether to use it in the classroom but how to incorporate it into the classroom.  Computer technology is quickly becoming mainstreamed into our society.   Early technology integration and interaction preparation will ensure greater success not only in higher grades, but also in employment and everyday communication.  

Supplemental lessons and experiences via the computer provide opportunities for students to work at their own skill level and pace of understanding.  Adding computer learning activities can increase the productivity of the classroom allowing the teacher to spend one on one time with individuals with specific needs.  At the same time, students are encouraged to interact with their peers in solving problems and sharing ideas. They can receive instant results to their choices in the computer activity. Several studies have shown that children are more likely to make comments, point things out, and take chances with verbalizing a response when they are working at the computer.  And, having computer access at school levels the playing field for students who do not have that technological - or economical - advantage at home.  I truly liked the statement in the article, "an environment that tends to include, rather than exclude kids."  The accommodation of needs always increases performance.

Virtual learning provides opportunities for multicultural interactions around the world.  This exposure offers a diversity of ideas, promotes creative thinking, and increases skills of effective communication along with perspective tolerance.  As students progress through their developmental years and into the working world, they will need to be prepared to keep pace with the advancement and increased use of technology.  Computers are but another useful tool such as a pencil or a piece of paper.

In this discussion, one has to also consider the disadvantages of virtual learning.  Procedures to prevent student access to inappropriate sites and materials must be in place.  Monitoring of activity and computer usage takes effort and funding.  Funding is also a concern for the training of teachers, the retainment of technological support, providing adequate equipment, and the maintenance of that equipment.  Some would argue that too much time in front of the computer promotes eye strain and sedentary habits.  

What is "just the right amount?"

