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Article Review #2- Information Literacy Standards

I have come to appreciate the vast flow of information available on the World Wide Web.  I have also accepted that electronic technology will become an ever increasing presence and useful tool within the classroom.  Access to good (meaning correct) information always grants us the wisdom and courage to face our tasks.  However, there are counterfeit realities.  A home computer can manipulate images to create a picture of an event that never happened.  Images can be inserted into or removed from photographs.  The image of an apparent act of heroism or of a crime can cause us to question a previous belief or accepted idea.  The ability to question and evaluate information for its validity is essential to learning application.  
Standard #1 of the Information Literacy Standards clearly addresses the need for a student to access information “efficiently and effectively.”  One can spend hours surfing the Internet and connecting to links when researching a subject when no focused search strategy is employed.  I, myself, am only learning how to recognize and evaluate legitimate informational sources that I access on the Internet.  The “rule of three” advice given by Buddy during our first discussion threads has helped me to identify facts from fiction and conjecture in my computer based research.  I will share this with my future students so that they, too, can be successful in accessing and evaluating information sources.
I agree with School Library Journal editor Evan St. Lifer that, “information-literacy skills are a fundamental building block in a student's ability to acquire knowledge."  However, I am not convinced that computer activities will help the slow reader or the student who best learns aurally. Not all students are self-motivated readers.  Not all websites are motivational to reading because of the way the site is formatted.  I trust that my experiences in this class will help to direct me in better ways to find and use alternative sources of information.  The simple skill of learning to twist keywords in a search derives new information sources.  The knowledge of how to utilize various programs and available computer software enriches presentations, reports, and motivational curriculum activities.  I want my students to be inspired to dare to learn.  More, I want my students to appreciate their own capabilities and dare to share.
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