Meghan Christensen

SLM 521

7/10/09

Elective #10
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Hello, First Grade! Mrs. Jones’ Classroom http://www.hellofirstgrade.com 

This site was absolutely amazing! I am keeping it in my files to go to when I need ideas throughout the school year. This site was created by Jennifer Jones, a first grade teacher at Lake Myra Elementary in North Carolina. It is full of homework papers, parent letters, schedules, activities, center ideas, etc. Parents will find this very helpful because they can view her daily classroom schedule to see what their children are doing. Mrs. Jones even has all the paperwork she hands out on this site just incase a student forgets their papers; the parent can go online and print them out. Another way this site is helpful is the information Mrs. Jones provides to her classroom parents. Parents know what their child is learning and when they are learning it. There are examples of activities and lessons that Mrs. Jones completes in her classroom. It is hard to recommend improvements to this site because I like it so much. One thing that can be changed is the set-up. After I click to go somewhere it doesn’t give me a link to get back to the menu. I have to keep clicking back. I am also not one for clutter, so I would organize all this information a little better. Use more graphics to click on (it isn’t very student friendly). Last, I would add a student link to this page. This site is very helpful for parents and other teachers, but students don’t really have anything of theirs. Maybe some learning games or videos from her class would be neat for kids to check out. A wonderful site overall.
Mrs. McDowell’s Classroom http://www.mrsmcdowell.com

This site is also a good site to use as a first grade teacher. This site is more organized than the first. It does have a parent and a separate kid link to go to. The parents’ site is very helpful. Mrs. McDowell included absent notes, carpool change notes, and doctor’s appointment notes. That will be also helpful for teachers since we have to keep an eye on appointments. The parents can also find fun summer learning activities to work on before second grade. Students can get help with the homework helper and they can play games from this site. Mrs. McDowell also included her selections of good game links for her students. Mrs. McDowell includes what she teaches and photos to accompany the explanations. A change that I would make (and this is getting picky about the layout), would be the layout of the site. When you first open it up, the menu is off to the left and the welcome page is far off to the right. It should be easy to view on the screen and should have been created closer together. One thing I liked on the previous sight was a daily schedule. I would have liked to have seen what Mrs. McDowell does during her day. Last, I would suggest a page for parents to retrieve any worksheets or newsletters Mrs. McDowell hands out. This would make it more convenient to parents to get paperwork incase they missed something in the take home folder.
