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Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a growing concern among teachers of high school and college age students.  Statistics from http://www.plagiarism.org/problem4.html quote that 58.3 percent of high school students let someone else copy their work in 1969, and 97.5 percent did so in 1989; 30 percent of a large sampling of University of California – Berkeley students were recently caught plagiarizing directly from the Internet.  Today there are many sites available with research or term papers that one can purchase or obtain for free.  Because of Internet access students can easily find papers to copy or cut and paste to hand in as their own personal written assignment.  The best way to prevent plagiarism is to educate students of the importance of learning new skills and creating their own papers.  It is important for educators to let students know the steps in the writing process, plus the importance of not plagiarizing themselves.    Educators need to empathize that when using someone else’s idea or opinion you must acknowledge that person as the author.
Some ways to prevent plagiarism:

· Assignments must be explained with clarity

· Provide students with a wide variety of subjects or topics to choose from

· Provide a rubric unique to your assignment

· Ask that sources come from the last five years

· Check back regularly with the student during the writing process

· Require a presentation for part of the final grade

· Include an annotated bibliography in the assignment

· Have student write a brief summary after paper has been handed in

Sites to refer to for more information on plagiarism:

Plagiarism: What It is and How to Recognize and Avoid It
http://www.indiana.edu/%7Ewts/pamphlets/plagiarism.shtml
Anti-Plagiarism Strategies for Research Papers

http://www.virtualsalt.com/antiplag.htm
Internet Plagiarism: An Agenda for Staff Inservice and Student Awareness
http://www.infotoday.com/MMSchools/jan02/lincoln.htm
