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Key Pals & E-Pals
A fabulous way to get your students involved in communicating with others on the Internet is by using one of the sites provided in this instructional web activity.  By using this technology with your students you will promote using the email as an instruction format to communicate with other students around the world, connect students with an expect or mentor in a subject they are interested in, or collaborate with others on a special project.

Students who use email as a form of learning develop communication skills and writing skills, as well as learning about geography, culture, and subjects or fields of interest.  
Three of the most interesting sites that I discovered that would benefit my second grade class were:

	Welcome to Askanexpert.com   http://www.askanexpert.com/
The Kid-Friendly Expert Site!

This free site gives your student the opportunity to ask any question that they may have of an expert in the field.   The subject list of experts includes Science, Technology, Animals, Money, Business, Career, Industry, Law, Home Improvement, Arts, Humanities, Internet, Computer, Health, Resources, Recreation, Entertainment, Education, Repair, and Trade.

There are just five simple steps to follow:
· Find a topic of interest and make up a question to ask the expert

· Look for the expert that best suits your question

· Browse the expert list by category or keyword

· Click the link to visit the expert and ask the question

· Have a fabulous time researching your subject
Make sure to let your fellow students know about this great web site to find out answers to the questions that they might have about a specific topic or subject.



	You’ve Got Mail  http://electronic-school.com/0398f5.html
Ten great ways to for teachers to use email to extend students’ learning

You’ve Got Mail has practical ways for students to develop skills using email to speak, listen, read, and write to other students.
The ten ways to use    You’ve Got Mail:   
· Create a travel brochure.  Find a keypal class from another area. Each student will create a travel brochure of their home town to send to the other students.

· Locating telementors for your students.  This assignment gives your students an opportunity to find an email mentor for a specific field or topic.  By contacting BBN’s Mentor Center you will be able to match up students with an appropriate mentor. 

· Writing a biography. Matching your student with a keypal to ask them questions about themselves to write a biography.  Then sharing the biographies with each other.

· Writing to Congress.  Have your students write to their senator or U.S. representative to introduce them to politics.

· Discuss the social problems of the area where you live.  Email your keypal with the social problems using these three steps:

1. Identify the problem

2. Research possible causes

3. Give suggestions for an answer to the problem

· Impersonate a character from an agreed upon story or novel.  Select a character to recreate an event from the story telling it from the character’s point of view.  Have keypal read, and guess who the character is that you have written about.
· Write to your keypal telling them about your cultural background.  Exchange individual cultural aspects to learn about the diversity around the world.

· “Knowledge Docket.”  This activity is to write your keypal once a week telling them one thing that you learned this week, and one thing that you want to learn more about or are having trouble learning.

· Asking an expert.  Students email an expert to find the answers about a specific topic or subject.  “Ask An Expert” is a site maintained by Stevens Institute of Technology.

· Adopt a grandparent.   Match-up your student with a senior citizen to get a different perspective on something the student in interested in.

Some rules to live by when emailing to keypals or others:

· Do not use you full name; it is best to use your first name and last initial

· Do not give out your address or telephone number out to anyone

· Do not send a photograph of yourself

· Do not agree to meet anyone that you have met online without an adult

· Make sure that parents are aware of your students’ participation in correspondence with others on the Internet


	More Than Just Key Pals  http://www.siec.k12.in.us/~west/article/penpal.htm
This site provides tips on how to find a keypal and safety issues to consider.

Educators can visit  the sites below to research for an appropriate keypals for

your students. Remember do not announce to class or parents until you get an agreement from the class you selected.  

eMail Classroom Exchange this site provides a growing database of classes.  eMail Classroom Exchange provides a conference room where classes can exchange ideas with their pen pals.

PenPal Network this site is for children ages six to sixteen.  GeoMail is the National Geographic Pen Pal Network.  Pen pals that speak English around the world.
SAPE - Soviet American Penfriend Exchange matches children from the USA with other countries in the former Soviet Union and other Baltic Nations.

Safety Tips:
· Only give out your first name

· Do not give last name, address, parent’s work address or telephone numbers

· Never share a password

· Never agree to meet anyone that you met online

· Notify parent or teacher if you receive an obscene message

· Do not send photograph of yourself

· Get permission before sending attachments or files




By following the procedures provided and the safety tips you and your students can have a wonderful time corresponding with others around the world.  Students will find a wealth of information participating in Key Pals & E-Pals
