Howard County Public School System Media Curriculum

In an information age, it is increasingly important to teach students the skills necessary to locate, use, synthesize, apply, evaluate, and share information from a wide variety of sources.
These skills…are taught in a K-12 continuum. *

	GOAL
	6th Grade
	7th Grade
	8th Grade

	Ability to locate, retrieve, and handle media and equipment.
	Orientation to staff and operational rules

Use floor plan and symbols to assist in location of resources/materials

Understand Dewey Decimal organization and correct shelving order of materials

Use online catalogs to get information about materials and their availability

Use check-out/check in procedures appropriately – responsibility for materials

Recognize various types of information sources inside and outside of the school building –public library, online databases, human resources, media center

Discovery of personal learning style and interests that leads students to select particular types of reference sources and/or reading for enjoyment

Use electronic and print search techniques – keyword, subject, title, Boolean

Care of print and non-print materials including computers and peripherals



	Ability to select and evaluate media.
	Understand differences between fiction, non-fiction, reference, story collections, picture books, periodicals

Explore fiction genres and appreciate their differences and similarities 

Read works from a variety of young adult authors in order to gain insight into writing styles

Participate in reading activities with younger students by selecting books appropriate to their age and need

Share viewpoints and opinions about books read with other students and staff

Recognize the purpose of various reference tools including encyclopedias, dictionaries, atlases, and almanacs 

Understand and use the organizational systems of information sources such as indexes, tables of contents, legends, cross references, boldface and italics

Understand pros and cons of worldwide web

Distinguish appropriate computer applications for a particular task

Learn importance of authority, accuracy, currency, and reliability in selection of print and electronic resources



	Ability to organize, manage, and compre-

hend

information.
	Classify information using grouping, labeling and graphic organizers

Locate main idea in information 

Show sequences of information contained in fiction/non-fiction works
Learn to use note taking and summarizing strategies including outlining and graphic organizers

Use pre-reading strategies before directly engaging with information, e.g. guided imagery, vocabulary comprehension, assessment of prior knowledge

Use skimming and paraphrasing techniques when taking notes

Use text features to increase knowledge and understanding, e.g. glossary, sidebars, and bibliographies

Construct databases, spreadsheets, charts and graphs for numerical information

Learn and use the correct bibliographical format to cite information in all formats

Use appropriate computer application(s) to produce information product



	Ability to use infor-

mation effectively and creatively.
	Distinguish between inference, fact and opinion, bias and point-of-view

Identify main ideas and supporting information and make inferences from them
Learn differences between primary and secondary sources

Use information to answer questions, test hypotheses, draw conclusions, offer solutions, compare and contrast, cause and effect, and make predictions

Work cooperatively in groups to complete an information task or project

Create product that is organized, original, creative and appropriate for audience

Understand how to incorporate the ideas and writings of others without plagiarizing

Aware of intellectual property rights of self and others

Understand how copyright laws affect how we can and cannot use information, music, graphics, tables, photographs, etc.

	Ability to develop life-long learning habits using media as sources of information and recreation.
	Develop love of reading through exposure to many different types of materials

Participate in reading events in the school (e.g. school-wide reading contest, Black-Eyed Susans)

Know the names and writings of prominent young adult authors

Interact with text through read alouds, story-telling, book clubs, poetry slams, reenactment and drama production

Recognize libraries and personnel as source of information, assistance and fun

Understand significance of various literary awards, e.g. Caldecott, Newbery, Black-Eyed Susan

Know where to get book recommendations, e.g. ALA booklists, VOYA

Independently pursue information on topics of interest

Recognize the value of intellectual freedom in a democratic society

Choose reading as a leisure-time activity

Possess a Howard County Public Library card and know how to access their resources
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