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Graphic Novels Annotated Bibliography

	
	Crane, J. (2005). The Clouds Above. Seattle, WA: Fantagraphics Books.

     Simon, skips school one day and goes on an adventure with his cat, Jack. They climb a magic staircase that leads to the sky and meet a sad cloud named Perch.  Trouble arises with him, some nasty storm clouds, and an angry flock of birds.
Grades K-3
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	Czekaj, J. (2004). Grampa and Julie: Shark Hunters. Marietta, GA: Top Shelf 

           Productions.

     On the first day of school, Julie tells her classmates about her world-famous Grampa and their summer adventures as they searched for Stephen, the largest shark in the world. Along the way they met squirrels that rapped, pirates who were nerds, and penguins who sold lemonade as Grampa and Julie traveled from the bottom of the ocean to outer space. 
Grades 3-7
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	DeFalco, T. (2006). Spider-Girl: Too Many Spiders! New York, NY: Marvel 

          Publishing.

     Collects issues #28 to 33 of the comic "Spider-Girl."  As May Parker tries to deal with the temporary loss of her spider powers, she becomes an ally with the Avengers and A-Net while trying to uncover the mysterious character who is impersonating her father, Spider Man.

Grades 4 and up
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	DeMatteis, J. M. (2006). Abadazad: The Road to Inconceivable. New York, NY:  

          Hyperion Books for Children.

     It's been five years since Matt, 14-year-old Kate's beloved brother, has disappeared. Kate and her mother have a difficult time communicating with one another. A neighbor tells Kate that Matt is in Abadazad, the setting of a fantasy series of books that Matt loved. Kate follows Matt into Abadazad.
Ages 9-12
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	Estes, M. (2006). Coffee and Donuts: A Junkyard Cats Comic. Marietta, GA:  

          Top Shelf Productions.
     Jules and Dwight are down on their luck.  They live in a city dumpster, and things are about to get much worse! These stray cats manage to mess up an armed robbery, dodge bullets in dark alleys, and get involved with mobsters.
All ages
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	Fisher, J. S. (2005). WJHC Hold Tight! Oceanside, NY: Wilson Place Comics, 
          Inc.

          This title follows Jane Fisher’s WJHC On the Air! (2003).  The six main characters (Janey Wells, Ciel Chin-King, Tara O’Toole, Roland Drayton, Sandy Diaz, and the Skate) attend Jackson Hill High School, and the call letters of the school-supported radio station stand for Jackson Hill Crowd. These teens experience various wacky situations including trying to save the radio station from a DJ wannabe who happens to be a staff member (Flim Flam Jam), appearing on a reality TV show (Fittest of the Fit), crashing a fashion show (Runway Runaway), and getting to a rock concert in time (Mosh Ado About Nothing).

Grades 5-8
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	Gallagher, J. (2002). Buzzboy Trouble in Paradise. Falls Church, VA: Sky Dog   

          Press. 

     Buzzboy is a teen sidekick that never grew up.  He watches way too much TV and constantly eats junk food, but yet he is a super hero who could possibly be earth’s last hope. Along with a sarcastic young sorceress and a former mad scientist (who gave up being evil for baking), Buzzboy must fight Lord Ultra (an Elvis impersonator and ex-mentor) to save the world. 
Grades 4-5
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	Gownley, J. (2002). Amelia Rules! The Whole World’s Crazy. New York, NY: 

          ibooks, inc.

     Amelia is nine-years old.   She and her mom now live in a new town with her Aunt Tanner (a rock musician) because her parents have divorced. Amelia makes some new friends (Reggie the “superhero,” Rhonda the big mouth, and Pajamaman who never speaks).  On the first day of school she finds out that she has befriended a bunch of geeks.

Grades 3-5


	[image: image8.jpg]



	Gownley, J. (2006). Amelia Rules! What Makes You Happy. Harrisburg, PA: 

           Renaissance Press.

     The second collection of comics about nine-year-old Amelia McBride and her friends, the Gathering of Awesome Super Pals (G.A.S.P.), in which Amelia tries to deal with her Aunt Tanner's fame. She also goes to visit her father in Manhattan.
Grades 3-5
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	Guibert, E. (2006). Sardine in Outer Space. New York, NY: First Second.
     Sardine is a space-pirate who travels the galaxy in her spaceship, Huckleberry, with her Uncle Yellow Shoulder and her friend Little Louie. In twelve adventures, they encounter space leeches, talking clouds and the evil Supermuscleman, who rules a space orphanage where children are taught "proper behavior."
Grades 3-7
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	Holm, J. (2005). Babymouse: Queen of the World: Random House.    

     Babymouse dreams of being Queen of the World, but would be satisfied with an invitation to Felicia Furrypaws’s slumber party. Everyone at school has an invitation except her. She forgets that she has agreed to go over her good friend Wilson the Weasel’s house for a Monster Movie Marathon on the same day as the slumber party.
Ages 7-10 



	[image: image11.jpg]BUMPERBOY

Assea his- marbles!
% BY DEBBIE HUEY
e






	Huey, D. (2006). Bumperboy and the Loud, Loud Mountain. Richmond, 

           VA: AdHouse Books.    

     Bumperboy and his best pal, Bumperpup desperately try to find his missing marbles before the big Marble Tournament.  He has to beat his nemesis in order to win back his Grandma’s prized shooter.
Grades 2-4
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	Huey, D. (2005). Bumperboy Loses His Marbles. Richmond, VA: 

          AdHouse Books.    

     After jumping through a borp hole, Bumperboy and Bumperpup end up next to a talking mountain that tells them its secrets.  They discover that someone has caused the Grums to become endangered and they try to rescue them to revive the village.
Grades 2-4
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	Jeffrey, G. (2007). Martin Luther King, Jr.: The Life of a Civil Rights Leader.   

          New York, NY:  Rosen Publishing Group.

     Presents a brief profile of civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. and describes his influence in improving the lives of African-Americans in the South.
Ages 9 – 12
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	Jeffrey, G. (2005). Cleopatra: The Life of an Egyptian Queen. New York, NY:  
          Rosen Publishing Group.
     Presents a biography of Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, and gives an account of her rise to power, the Ptolemaic dynasty, and her relationship with Julius Caesar.

Ages 9 – 12
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	Kesel, B. (2002). Meridian: Coming Home. Oldsmar, FL:  CrossGeneration 

         Comics.

     This is a compilation of chapters twenty-one through twenty-six of the ongoing series in which Sephie, minister of the floating island of Meridian, incites a rebellion against her uncle who has become the ruthless dictator over all of the kingdom of Demetria.
Ages 12 - 15
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	Kochalka, J. (2003). Peanutbutter & Jeremy’s Best Book Ever! Gainesville, FL:  

          Alternative Comics.
     Peanutbutter is a cat with a “job.” Jeremy is a mean-natured crow who lives outside Peanutbutter's "office."  He's always tricking him into giving away his hats, but Peanutbutter calls him her best friend. The book is divided into several short stories, with Peanutbutter and Jeremy introducing each one.     
Grades 4-5
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	Kochalka, J. (2001). Pinky & Stinky. Marietta, GA:  Top Shelf Productions.
     Pinky and Stinky are fat little piglets who embark on a daring mission to be the first pigs on Pluto, but things go horribly wrong when they crash land on the moon shortly after their journey begins. Soon they find themselves helping the Moon-Men to overcome the damaging consequences of the American space program.

Grades 3-5
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	Layman, J. S. (2001). Left Behind (Volume 1). Wheaton, IL:  Tyndale House 

     Publishers
     Without any warning, passengers on an airborne Boeing 747 mysteriously disappear from their seats. Nothing remains except rumpled piles of clothing. There is worldwide terror and chaos. For those left behind, the apocalypse has just begun.

Ages 12 -17
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	Love, J. (2006). Shadow Rock. Milwaukie, OR:  Dark Horse Books.
     After his mother's death, young Timothy London moves from the big city to the small New England fishing town of Shadow Rock to live with his father. His new home is up the hill from a legendary haunted lighthouse where Timothy discovers the ghost of Kendahl Fog, a little boy who died under mysterious circumstances. Timothy and his new ghostly companion set out to explore the mystery of Kendahl's death.

Ages 9-12 
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	Miyazaki, H. (2002). Spirited Away (Volume 1). San Francisco, CA:  Viz  

          Communications, Inc.
     Ten-year-old Chihiro finds herself abandoned when her parents are turned into pigs. To survive, she goes to work in a bathhouse catering to bizarre beings. 
All ages
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	O’Connor, G. (2006). Journey into Mohawk Country. New York, NY:  First 

          Second.

     This is an illustrated children's version of the journal of a young Dutch trader named Harmen Meyndertsz van den Bogaert. He embarked upon a voyage into the land of the Iroquois Indians, a Mohawk tribe that controlled the trade routes in the area, in 1634, seeking to boost Dutch trade in what is now New York state.
Ages 13 and up
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	Renier, A. (2005). Spiral-Bound. Marietta, GA: Top Shelf Productions.

     The activities of a group of animal school kids are narrated as they spend the summer pursuing music, art, and the mystery of the monster that lives in the town pond.
All ages.
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	Runton, A. (2005). Owly: Flying Lessons. Marietta, GA: Top Shelf Productions.

     Owly has stumbled upon a mysterious creature that zips from tree to tree during the night.  As he seeks to identify what turns out to be a flying squirrel, he discovers that owls are its only natural enemy.  Shocked that anyone would fear him, the friendly Owly sets out on a mission to convince the squirrel that he is a nice guy once you get to know him.

All ages.

	[image: image24.jpg]ANDY Ronon




	Runton, A. (2005). Owly: Just A Little Blue. Marietta, GA: Top Shelf 
         Productions.
     Owly and his best friend, Wormy meet a stubborn blue bird that lives with its family in an old tree stump. The friends decide to build them a new home because they discover that their home is in danger. The bird does not appreciate their attempts to build a new house and even threatens Wormy. Owly and Wormy give up and put the bird house away in the closet. Later, when torrential rains endanger the bird and his family, the pair of friends save the day.
All ages.
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	Sava, S. C. (2005). Ed’s Terrestrials. La Mesa, CA: Alias Enterprises, LLC.

     Aliens have escaped from the Intergalactic Food Court and found their way to Earth. They crash land into Ed's tree house, and are soon friends. Now they are trying to help the rest of their alien friends escape to earth and follow their dreams. The only thing standing in their way is Ed's classmate and nemesis Natalie, and her new friend, the Intergalactic Food Court mall security officer, Maximus Obliterus. 
Grades 2 - 5


	



	Schodt, F. (2004). Astro Boy (Volume 23). Milwaukie, OR: Dark Horse Manga.

          This, the final volume in Osamu Tezuka’s Astro Boy collection, has several of the Astro Boy short stories featuring robots, ray guns, and rockets.
Ages 9 -12



	



	Shone, J. (2007). Rosa Parks: The Life of a Civil Rights Heroine. New York,   

          NY: Rosen Publishing Group, Inc.

     Presents a brief profile of civil rights activist Rosa Parks and describes how her experience became the inspiration for the Montgomery bus boycott in 1955.

Ages 8 and up.
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	Smith, I. (2004). Emily and the Intergalactic Lemonade Stand., OH: 
          Amaze Ink/SLG Publishing.

     Emily has a giant robot named Juicer who helps her operate a lemonade stand.  She desperately wants a pony and is trying to raise money to get one. Her lemonade stand seems to be one of the most valuable pieces of real estate on earth because aliens are invading the earth.  Emily and her giant robot are the only ones who can defeat them.    Grades 2-5
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	Smith, J. (2006). BONE Volume Four: The Dragonslayer. Columbus, OH: 

          Scholastic.

     Fone Bone confronts a host of dangers. He, Gran'ma Ben, and Thorn have a terrifying encounter with Kingdok, ruler of the rat creatures. The Hooded One is inciting his army to full-scale war. Someone is continuing to haunt Thorn in her dreams. And then wise Gran'ma Ben disappears.
Grades 4 and up
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	Smith, J. (1996). BONE Volume Three: Eyes of the Storm. Columbus, OH: 

          Cartoon Books.

     Lucius, Smiley and Phoney are attacked by rat creatures in the forest, barely making it to Lucius's tavern. Back at the farm, Fone Bone and Thorn are having strange dreams, and Gran'ma Ben suddenly begins revealing secrets and new dangers.
Grades 4 and up
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	Smith, J. (1996). BONE Volume Two: The Great Cow Race. Columbus, OH: 

          Cartoon Books.

     Phoney Bone rigs the Spring Fair's annual Great Cow Race by putting Smiley in a cow disguise.  He convinces everyone to bet their livestock on the Mystery Cow, and Fone Bone finds himself in a one-cousin battle with the rat creatures.

Grades 4 and up
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	Spiegelman, A. (2004). In the Shadow of No Towers.  New York, NY: Pantheon 
          Books.
     Tormented by the events of September 11 and their aftermath, the author, a prominent character in this book, is compelled to retell this horrifying story as an eyewitness account.  His comics illustrate his rage towards both the terrorists and the Bush administration.
Ages College/Adult
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	Thompson, C. (2003). Good-Bye, Chunky Rice. Marietta, GA: Top Shelf 

     Productions.

          Chunky Rice is a turtle who follows his urge to move on, leaving behind lovesick Dandele, a bug-eyed mouse, and his longshoreman roommate. Chunky travels on a dilapidated boat with his roommate’s “shady” brother serving as the skipper. Siamese twins Ruth and Livonia are also making this trip. Back on shore, Dandele sends bottled messages out to sea, and Chunky’s former roommate’s injured pet bird, Merle, heals and flies again.
Grades 4 and up
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	Varon, S. (2003). Sweaterweather. Gainesville, FL: Alternative Comics.

          A turtle, a rabbit, and other friendly creatures are on a snowy journey of adventures. It contains short comics and lots of other delightful things, such as paper dolls, postcards, and stamps.  It also includes an educational section on honeybees and hives.
Grades 6 and up
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	Wallace, K. (2006). Aargh, It’s an Alien! Mankato, MN: Stone Arch Books.
          More than anything, Albert Twiddle wants to spend time with his parents, but Mr. and Mrs. Twiddle are always working.  When Albert starts spending time with his alien friends, something interesting happens.

Ages 6 – 10

	[image: image36.jpg]




	Yang, G. L. (2006). American Born Chinese. New York, NY:  First Second.
          This coming-of-age story combines traditional Chinese fables and legends with modern humor and typical school yard interactions. It addresses issues of racism, stereotyping, and spirituality.
Grades 7 and up


	
	








