	
	Blackboard Academic Suite™


	Subject: RE:Week 2 Summary/Elem Group 2  
	Reply Modify Remove Subscribe   

	Author: Michelle White
Creation date: Saturday, February 3, 2007 10:19:32 PM EST
Date last modified: Saturday, February 3, 2007 10:27:19 PM EST
Total views: 27  Your views: 10 
	Previous Post | Next Post 

Overall rating:
[image: image1.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://blackboard.mcdaniel.edu/images/ci/misc/star_empty.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://blackboard.mcdaniel.edu/images/ci/misc/star_empty.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://blackboard.mcdaniel.edu/images/ci/misc/star_empty.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://blackboard.mcdaniel.edu/images/ci/misc/star_empty.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image5.png]





	--Show Parent Post--

--Hide Parent Post--

Read Appendix IV of Morris' text. The ALA documents may not be followed in school libraries.  Have you personally experienced or read any recent news items where they weren’t?   Please look at these First Principles.  Do you agree with them?
Our group mostly agreed with the "First Principles."  However, we took issue with Principles #7 and #11.  Some members felt that it is difficult to refrain from restricting materials that seem inappropriate for certain ages of children, and the school systems' selection policies affect this process even before the books make it to the shelves of an elementary school library anyway.  There are also many instances of media specialists restricting the amount and types of materials borrowed based on grade levels in the elementary school.  Media specialists sometimes have to juggle a balancing act of preserving scarce materials and resources while allowing as many materials to be available to as many students as possible.  This issue is addressed in the Access to Resources and Services in the School Library Media Program: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights document  in Appendix IV of Morris' text. 
We feel that Principle 11 works as long as it is for the sole purpose of reminding students of overdue books, but what happens when a student's right to privacy is inadvertently affected when an overdue notice is sent home, and it has a title on it that the student doesn't want their parents to know they have borrowed? 

With Principle 9, we want to stress the importance of  parents doing the advising as to what their children can and cannot borrow and not ask the school librarian to "wear that hat "(which many parents often do).  Parents should also limit their advising to the boundaries of their own homes, because outside of those boundaries, they are censoring what others may read.  When parents complain about these principles, (and they will), it is our job as librarians to know and clearly articulate our school districts' policies.
There is also a document in Appendix IVentitled, Position Statement on Flexible Scheduling.  It clearly stipulates that "classes cannot be scheduled in the library media center to provide teacher release or preparation time."  Many of us know many elementary librarians whose school culture is to have a fixed schedule for teacher planning, but our group agrees with the position statement.  Even if the schedule is partially fixed, there definitely have to be more flexible blocks of time for having students and teachers to use information resources independently, to read for pleasure, or to meet and work with other students and staff members.
We also played with the wording of "We trust our children to choose their own books."  Perhaps it could be reworded to "We support each child's right to choose his/her own books."
One member felt that Principle 12 (We believe that the freedom to read is essential to our democracy) should be first. As she stated so eloquently, "It sets the tone for the rest of the document.  Once that statement is established, fewer people would find any of the other statements objectionable."


Elem Group 2 writes, "We feel that Principle 11 works as long as it is for the sole purpose of reminding students of overdue books, but what happens when a student's right to privacy is inadvertently affected when an overdue notice is sent home, and it has a title on it that the student doesn't want their parents to know they have borrowed?" 

I just received the March School Library Media Activities Monthly today, and there was an article dealing with privacy issues amongst elementary-aged students.  The article mentioned how classroom teachers at the elementary level can help media specialists secure overdue materials by dealing with students one-on-one so as not to violate privacy mandates.  I have to be honest and say that as a classroom teacher, when I received the overdue notices in my mailbox to distribute to students, I didn't think anything of just going through the list and asking the student (out loud with the whole class listening) if they knew where a book with such-and-such title was located.  I thought I was being helpful by doing this, not realizing I was violating a student's privacy rights.  The media specialist never asked classroom teachers to do this.  I just did it out of desire to be a second pair of eyes and hands to assist with recovering overdue materials.  I wouldn't dream of most elementary students (particularly at the primary age) having any "secrets" about books they check out.  The article also mentions this as the common mindset of most people.  Young elementary students probably don't even realize they have rights of privacy.  A key point in this article, however, is that there are "teachable moments" that can be used to introduce youngsters to issues surrounding privacy rights.  These include individually distributing overdue notices and telling students that a book can be placed on reserve rather than revealing the name of who has the book checked out .




