Review the documents: (a) Library Bill of Rights, (b) Freedom to Read Statement, (c) Labels and Rating Systems Statement, and (d) Access to Resources and Services in the SLM Program: An Interpretation of the Library Bill of Rights. (These are on the ALA website; summaries are in Mona’s AASL book on collection development.)

Why or why not is it important that your school library have books that groups or individuals find objectionable?  Do you support students’ right to read books that you may personally find objectionable?  Explain your stand on censorship—or to say it another way, explain your students’ right to read.  Later on, you may want to include excerpts on your school library website.  Double-spaced. 2 pages maximum.


As a school library media specialist, I will be serving a diverse community of patrons.  It will be my job to maintain a developmentally appropriate collection that represents different and varied viewpoints regarding a multitude of current and historical topics.  Another very important role that I will facilitate in tandem with the teachers at my school is to equip students with the tools necessary to process and effectively evaluate the massive amounts of information that they will encounter throughout their lives. By teaching students to become critical thinkers, I will be able to witness the fundamental principles of democracy in action.  If I and my colleagues have done our jobs well, these patrons will be able to recognize misinformation and draw their own conclusions as to what they believe and choose to read.  This country is a democracy, and anything less than granting students the freedom and the right to choose what they read is chipping away at the core of our democratic society.  

It is not the place of a librarian, a “concerned” citizen, or someone else’s parents to have the power to decide what students can and cannot read.  Although I support the premise that it “takes a village to raise a child,” a parent (and no one else) has the primary responsibility of shaping and molding his/her own children.  This responsibility covers how they choose to handle books that their children are reading that they may find objectionable within the home setting.  In a democratic society, however, their objections do not warrant blanket removal of library materials from the shelves which would deprive other patrons of their right to read.

Despite my position as a school library media specialist, I will come with my own set of personal, political, social, and religious views.  As I use educational criteria to guide my library materials selection process, that will negate the need for me to label books or employ shelving restrictions to prejudice patrons’ attitudes concerning what is or is not appropriate or offensive reading for particular groups of students.  This process restricts access to all available information, and that is contrary to my mission as a school library media specialist.

I realize that because of my position within my school setting, my opinions will often be highly regarded by the colleagues with whom I work as well as by the students whom I mentor (and their families).  This naturally comes with the territory of being in the education field coupled with my training as a school library media specialist.  Because of my role and the extent to which my opinions are valued, it is imperative that I sidestep my own personal views in order to foster the educational process by providing library materials that will enable a child’s mind to grow and increase his/her learning.  Students are our future adults.  Developing the intellectual competency to form their own ideas is what will truly give meaning to the First Amendment and continue to preserve our democratic way of life - even beyond the walls of school library media centers across this nation.
