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Overview of Unit


Every year, all enrichment students at Milton M. Somers Middle School participate in History Day Fair. This research-based project requires students to use a lot of information seeking skills; unfortunately, this is an area where they lack much prior knowledge. In the past, the social studies teachers would schedule five days to bring their classes to the media center to conduct their research. Usually by the fourth day, several students would spend more time talking then researching. Over the course of several months, the students would periodically turn in status reports and then in submit a final project. The final projects often did not demonstrate quality research and interpretation, and usually were thrown together a few days before the due date. Citations were often weak, and the Internet seemed to be their primary source of information. 


The Language Arts department used to help out and teach research paper writing and note taking during first quarter, but the ever increasing pressure to improve scores on high stakes tests such as the MSA have made it rather difficult for these teachers to devote so much time to topics not covered on the test.  As a Language Arts teacher, I do honestly feel bad, but teaching research takes a lot of time, so we really had to move the unit to the spring after the MSA.  I also felt that Social Studies was kind of passing the buck here. They were relying on the students to basically teach themselves, and blaming their failure on the L.A. department. So, I decided that this unit needed some revamping. The Social Studies department needed to take another look at this unit and spend some time collaborating with the media specialist to make sure that the students were actually receiving explicit instruction in the information seeking skills that they needed to be successful.


As a part of my internship experience, I met with one teacher from each grade level in the Social Studies department.  Our discussions focused on how to integrate some serious media literacy skills, technology other than the World Wide Web, and organization skills into the pre-existing unit. As a result, folders were created for each student with worksheets for each step of the process including a list of possible topics, book tasting notes sheet, rules for the fair, all of the necessary status reports, and citation information. We also worked together to create a schedule for each class to visit the media center for three specific lessons in information gathering. Since our school has switched to a block schedule, this last piece took quite a bit of time to work out. Honestly, I was responsible for the bulk of the work here, but I figure it will pay off in future years. The foundation for positive and successful collaboration has been laid with these teachers, and I think the door has been opened for future opportunities as well. 


In the end, the content teachers are responsible for introducing the unit and going over the folders in detail. They are also responsible for checking the status reports along the way, presenting and modeling thesis statement writing, presenting and modeling process paper writing, and grading the final products. Language Arts teachers will provide direct instruction in effective note taking, paragraph writing, and the 6 + 1 writing traits throughout first and second quarter. They will focus especially on the traits of ideas and organization.  


The media specialist and I also worked together to pull out books on topics that were a good fit for this year’s History Day Fair theme- Triumph and Tragedy in History based on the list provided to us by the social studies teachers. We made sure to pull books on a wide range of reading levels, and we also made sure that when the books were placed in groups on the tables that each table’s stack had a variety of reading levels and topics available. The media specialist and I will provide instruction on using the table of contents and text features in nonfiction books as a previewing aid. We will cover choosing a topic effectively, building background knowledge using print and non-print encyclopedias, using the encyclopedia index to create a list of keywords for future searching, and accessing primary source documents using the reference section in the library and the online databases. I also created a worksheet to help students take down accurate information about the sources where they find their information. Basically, the media specialist and I will cover teaching basic research skills (lessons will be tailored to the needs of each grade level as time goes on- currently, all grades are at about the same level of skill), and the Social Studies teachers will cover the rules of the fair, completion and evaluating of status reports, and how to write the process paper and annotated bibliography.
	Desired Results

	“History Day students will: 

•Demonstrate their understanding of an historical event related to an annual theme, with respect to its relationship to other events. 

•Understand what is meant by historical context and be able to relate their projects to events that occurred before and after. 

•Develop alternatives to traditional problem-solving methods. 

•Explore creative ways of presenting historical material related to their topic. 

•Learn to defend their work to judges who are history and museum professionals. 

•Become more comfortable using library and other historical resources.”  (from Maryland History Day Teachers’ Resource Guide)



	Objectives

	Social Studies
	Library Media

	Meets the following National History Standards: 

1 A,B,C,D,F; 2 A,B,C,D,E,F,G; 3 A,B,C,D,E,G,H,I; 4 A,B,C,D; 5 A,C
	Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum (grades 6-8):
1.A.1.e; 2.A.1; 2.A.2.b; 2.A.3; 3.A; 4.A; 5.A; 6.A; 7.A

	Materials Needed

	· Manila folders for each student

· Book tasting worksheet

· Status report worksheets 1-9

· History Fair Websites worksheet

· History Fair topics list

· 2007 Theme handout

· Nonfiction books that connect to theme

· Encyclopedias (online and print)

· Access to primary source documents
· Citation Cheat-sheet

	Evidence of Learning

	· Students will select an appropriate topic.

· Students will locate information about their chosen topic.

· Students will select and cite appropriate resources.

· Students will note take with accuracy.

· Students will complete status reports periodically throughout the unit.

· Students will create and submit a final product (historical paper, exhibit, documentary, or performance) according to the National History Day Fair rules (includes annotated bibliography and 500 word process paper).

· “Students understand the concept of chronology, make their own timeline, and can talk about what came before and after their event

· Students engage in analysis and interpretation – most importantly, students make their own argument, develop it, present it, and defend it 

· Students conduct research using appropriate technology, formulate their own questions, evaluate the credibility of a source, use primary and secondary resources, and develop an annotated bibliography” (from Maryland History Day Teachers’ Resource Guide)

	Outline of lessons and learning activities

	· Introduction to History Day Fair and this year’s theme will occur during Social Studies instructional time prior to first visit to the media center.
· Students will receive folders with all necessary worksheets and blank status reports prior to first visit to media center.

· All instructional resources (worksheets, status reports, handouts, etc.) have been placed in both the Social Studies folder and the Library Media folder on the G: drive.
· Language Arts teachers will provide direct instruction in effective note taking, paragraph writing, and the 6 + 1 writing traits throughout first and second quarter (focus on ideas and organization). 
· Prior to first class’s visit, the media specialist will pull books for book tasting based on the list provided by the Social Studies teachers.

· Each enrichment Social Studies class has been scheduled for a minimum of three forty minute sessions in the media center.

· Session 1:  (40  minutes- media center)
· Book tasting- students preview nonfiction books on various topics using the table of contents, text features, index, skimming
· Students compile a list of possible topics for further research

· Session 2: (40 minutes- media center)

· Direct instruction in how to use World Book, World Book Online, Grolier Online, New Book of Knowledge, Encyclopedia Americana 

· Using index to collect keywords

· Advantages/disadvantages of both print and online resources

· Gather background information using print and nonprint encyclopedias

· Narrow down choices for topic

· Session 3: (40 minutes- media center)
· Review what the difference is between a primary and a secondary source
· Direct instruction in how to use ProQuest Historical Newspapers: New York Times archives and World Book Online to locate primary source documents
· Additional research time will be scheduled dependent on the needs of each individual class.

· Media specialists will teach or reteach necessary information seeking skills

· Social Studies teachers will provide students with a timeline of due dates for each of the status reports.

· Social Studies teachers will conduct lessons on writing a thesis statement and compiling an annotated bibliography in class.
· Final session: (40 minutes- media center)

· Students display their final products.

· Projects are evaluated/ judged.
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