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Donnelly, Jennifer. A Northern Light. San Diego: Harcourt, Inc., 
2003. 

Grades 8 (?) and up 

Historical Fiction -Chester Gillette/Grace Brown murder case of 1906

Mattie Gokey is 16 and determined. She wants to go to college and be a writer despite what her father and her boyfriend think. When she gets a job at a nearby hotel on Big Moose Lake in the Adirondack Mountains, NY, Mattie gets more than she bargained for. Along with a paycheck, she also gets involved in solving the biggest murder case of the time. 
· Not usually a historical fiction fan, I really found my self wrapped up in this story. I loved Mattie’s word of the day.

· Fans of mystery (especially real life mysteries), determined and witty female lead character, historical fiction lovers, and readers who like humor with a bit of drama mixed in will enjoy this book. Teens will connect with Mattie’s search for independence.

· High school English teachers could use it as part of a unit on historical fiction or the power of the written word, or letter writing, Guidance counselors could suggest it to a student who is determined to go to college despite many odds, history teachers might use portions of it to show a snapshot of what life was like (especially for farmers and female writers) in the Adirondack Mountains of NY during the early 20th century.

· Style was very humorous, characters are loveable, mix of letters, mention of poets and other writers, all give a special feel to the book, cussing was appropriate to the characters

· Controversial points- Mattie swears a bit (mostly she says “shit” in reference to fecal matter), women leaving their husbands and being independent,  premarital sex and pregnancy

· Based on a true crime from history

· Positives- quick pacing, lots of humor, real life mystery, Mattie is a character you can’t help but hope for, can learn lots of new words, solid secondary characters

· Negatives- cover is not appealing to most teens (in my opinion), this book will not sell itself

Michael L. Printz Award Honor Book 2004

Best Books for Young Adults, 2004 Top Ten

Top 10 Historical Fiction for Youth, 2004
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Galloway, Gregory. As Simple as Snow. New York: Putnam, 2005.

High school

Realistic fiction- Goth, missing persons, first love

Average high school boy meets new girl in school. Girl happens to be Goth, boy is not. Boy and girl fall in love. Girl vanishes.  Was she murdered? Did she commit suicide? Did she simply run away? Boy finds himself struggling to find answers to all of the questions that Anna seems to have left behind.

· Loved this book- haunting and mesmerizing, fascinating and frustrating

· Goth kids will enjoy a character who is so cool and intelligent, other kids will enjoy this peek at a secret life, it has a little of everything- mystery, and odd whirlwind romance, search for self, understanding and developing relationships with others, sex, cryptic clues and codes; great choice for fans of Looking for Alaska who are looking for something like it to read

· Narrator is kind of distant and mysterious himself (we never find out his name), even after finishing it readers will want to go back to search for any clues that might have missed that could explain it all, the obituaries provide a lot of insight into the different characters and into Anna’s view of the world around her

· Great for a teen book club- so much to discuss, I think trying to teach from it would ruin it, this is a read it on your own and talk about with your friends kind of book

· Teen sex, possible suicide/possible run away situation, underage drinking, obituaries for living people, Goth life style- all might be points of controversy for some readers

· Positives- see everything about

· Negatives- some readers will be REALLY unsatisfied with the ending, plot jumps around  a bit which might make it confusing for someone who is not a strong reader

Best Books for Young Adults 2006

Alex Award 2006
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Winick, Judd. Pedro and Me: Friendship, Loss, and What I 
Learned. New York: Henry Holt, 2000.

Age 13 and up

Nonfiction/graphic novel/biography – HIV/AIDS, Real World, friendship, activism

Describes (in the format of a graphic novel) development of a friendship between a two Real World cast members, one of which dies from AIDS shortly after the show. 
· Awesome! I remember watching the 3rd season of the real world and seeing the friendship grow and Pedro’s health deteriorate. 

· Fans of the Real World will love this book, anyone who has a friend living with HIV or AIDS will be drawn to it as well, anyone curious about what it was like to live with someone who had HIV/AIDS will also benefit from it, teen readers will be attracted to it because of its format, reluctant readers will appreciate the format, easy going language, and the fact that it is nonfiction

·  Health teachers and guidance counselors could certainly use the book to  discuss HIV/AIDS (preventive measures, how you contract it, what to expect, etc…), art  teachers could discuss the techniques used in the illustrations or how a story can be told without words, English teachers could study what makes graphic novels so popular or why this format was so effective for this piece

· style is honest and informative but not preachy, illustrations tell a lot of the emotion in the text

· controversial topics include- homosexuality, premarital sex, gay sex, safe sex, AIDS education

· positives- not preachy, informative, emotional, great artwork

· negatives-none really

Robert F. Sibert Honor Book 2001
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Peck, Richard. Remembering the Good Times. New York: Dell/Laurel-
Leaf, 1982. 

Grades 7 and up

Realistic fiction

Buck, Trav, and Kate are inseparable friends.  It is hard for three people to stay so close- especially 2 boys and a girl.  As the enter high school, things change. One boy worries that love have blossomed between his two friends and that their friendship will fall apart. The other boy is overcome by the ever threatening future and a school that leaves him less than fulfilled. When one of the friends ends up committing suicide, all the other two can do to hold on is remember the good times.

· This book made me cry. A student of mine took his life a few years back, and reading this book I wanted to scream at Buck and Kate to pay attention to all the signs that Trav was giving them. Peck did an amazing job of painting a very realistic situation.

· Teens who like stories about relationships and friends will enjoy this, kids who don’t quite fit in will identify with Buck, girls who have lots of male friends will identify with Kate, book deals with growing up, changing relationships, touches on the effects of divorce, suicide (signs of, reactions to), feeling powerless, death- these are all things that many teens deal with on a daily basis

· Guidance counselors might use the book  either in grief sessions after a suicide or other death  or as a preventative measure to help teens learn some warning signs, English teachers could focus on the use of foreshadowing and character development

· Controversial issues- teen suicide, where to place the blame (school, parents, etc.), death

· Very real situation and characters, setting was unimportant= realistic fiction

· Positives- very believable plot and characters, reads honest, not preachy, short

· Negatives- might be too real for some readers

Margaret A. Edwards author
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Woodson, Jacqueline. Locomotion. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2003.

Grades 5 -9

Realistic fiction/ poetry

11 year old Lonnie tells about life after the death of his parents, finding God for his little sister, living in a foster home, and learning to put his voice and soul on paper all in a series of well crafted poems. 

· Simple, yet powerful- man, can Lonnie write! The poems are so honest and refreshing- filled with the innocence of child. I love the mix of forms. Excellent line breaks.

· Reluctant readers will enjoy the simple word choice, spacing, and form of the book, fans of Woodson’s other works will not be disappointed, those new to her writing will be hooked enough to read something else by her, the fact that it is a novel in poetic form will trick many teens (especially reluctant ones) into reading something “easy”, children in foster homes or who have lost close family members will identify with Lonnie, poetry fanatics, as well as, those just getting their first taste of the form will enjoy it

· Language Arts teachers could use the poems to teach different forms of poetry or to look at the difference between prose and poetry (kids could try to rewrite a poem as prose and see which is more effective), individual poems could be used at a Poetry Friday, book could be used as part of an author study on Woodson, Guidance could suggest it to teens going through similar situations as Lonnie

· Woodson’s style is simplistic- she doesn’t use big words and excessive details, she just gets to the point, phenomenal line breaks and selection of forms – everything from rap to haiku

· Controversial- nothing really- maybe the way that Lili’s new momma is portrayed

· Positives- I can’t say enough good things about this novel (read everything above)

· Negatives- none other than that I want more!

Margaret A. Edwards winner

Coretta Scott King Awards Honor Book 2004

Best Books for Young Adults, 2004

Great Middle School Reads, 2004

Notable Children's Books, 2004
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Konigsburg, E.L. The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place. New York: Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers, 2004.
Grades 6-9

Realistic fiction- social action, Hungarian Americans

Margaret Rose Kane is trapped at summer camp. Every time someone invites her to join an activity she simple says that she would “prefer not to”. After one of her crazy grand uncles comes to her rescue, Margaret is happy to spend an unforgettable summer with them in their home at 19 Schuyler Place.  Shortly after her arrival, Margaret learns some terrible news and becomes determined to save the beloved towers that her granduncles have spent 40 years building before the town tears them down. 

· Fun and empowering-I feel like taking on the world!

· This book will appeal to people who want to see that kids can make a difference or who have Hungarian roots or relatives who speak another language or have odd customs. It is humorous and generally light hearted.

· Nice fit for a book club discussion, Language Arts teachers could certainly use it to look at author’s style or along with a unit on persuasive writing, Social Studies or Art might use it to look at how art has impacted social change

· Konigsburg infuses humor throughout the story, characters are likeable and well developed, dialogue is easy to follow and believable, Hungarian words are hugged by context clues, flashbacks are effective and well placed

· For the most part this is realistic fiction although it strays a little in that some readers might find it hard to believe that Margaret’s parents just dumped her at camp and then took off for Peru

· Positives- funny ( I love the dog), inspiring (no situation is hopeless!), relatively fast paced

· Negatives- ending might be a little unsatisfying for some (but it is probably more realistic than what reader’s would like)  

Best Books for Young Adults, 2005

Great Middle School Reads, 2004
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Voigt, Cynthia. When She Hollers. New York: 
Scholastic, 1994.

Grades 7 and up

Realistic fiction- sexual abuse

17 year old Tish is done. She has simply had enough. She is not going to be abused anymore. Over breakfast she lets him know. She has a survival knife. She will survive.

· Powerful and emotional read

· Appeal is that it is so dramatic, emotional, and different. The topic is one that I am sure many kids wonder about, but no one really talks about out loud.

· Teens who are dealing w/abuse or know someone who is dealing with it will benefit from reading this book, high school teachers might use portions of it to discuss author’s style or how the narrator (Tish) is considered unreliable by so many of the other characters

· Controversial aspects are that it deals with sexual abuse by a family member, using a weapon for self defense, teen suicide, teen pregnancy, and use and theft of birth control pills

· Believable situation and reactions by characters make this a great example of realist fiction

· Positives--Short powerful sentences let you really get inside Tish’s head and heart, believable plot and characters

· Negatives—some readers may find it too emotional and may have a tough time dealing with the subject matter

Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers

Best Books for Young Adults

