Milton M. Somers Middle School Curriculum
Prepared by Dedra Van Gelder, Charles County Public Schools, MD
Fall 2006
	Social Studies - 6
	Social Studies - 7
	Social Studies - 8

	Ancient civilizations

Geography

Archaeology

Prehistoric man

Mesopotamia

Egypt

Greek mythology

Julius Caesar

Africa tales

Medieval Europe

India

Africa

Japan
	Asia

Christianity

Islam

Judaism

Buddhism

Confucianism

Daoism 

Taoism 

Aztecs

Incas

Olmec

Toltec


	History, geography, economics, government and culture for the various regions around the world

Asia: Southwestern Asia, Southern Asia, Eastern Asia, and Central Asia

Africa: Sub-Saharan and North Africa

*Central and South America

Europe: Eastern Europe and Western Europe

Australia, New Zealand, Oceania, Antarctica

North America

*History fair - triumph and tragedy 

Apartheid in South Africa

 Fall of the Soviet Union and communism

Deforestation in Latin America


	Constitution

Revolutionary War

US States and capitals

Civil war

Colonial America

Lewis and Clark

Industrial Revolution

Antislavery Movement

Women’s Movement

Jacksonian Democracy

War of 1812 

Lincoln Assassination

Problems with the South

Kansas - Nebraska Act

The California Gold Rush

Election of 1824 and 1828
	The Mexican War

James Polk 

Manifest Destiny

Articles of Confederation

Bill of Rights

Political parties

Louisiana Purchase

Immigration in the 1800s

Indian Removal

Transportation

Sectionalism in the US

Reconstruction

*Historical fiction (1700s-1900s)

Westward Expansion and settlement

	Science – 6
	Science – 7
	Science – 8

	Structure of the earth 

Volcanoes

Earthquakes

Rocks and minerals

Geologic history

Natural resources

Seafloor

Weather

Space/astronomy


	Genetics -cloning

Ecology

Life Science

Plants

Cells 

Food Chain

Environmental science
	Physics

Newton’s Law of Motion

Electricity

Magnetism

Chemical/physical changes

Thermal energy

Forces

Light

Sound

Atoms

Molecules

States of matter

	Mathematics - 6
	Mathematics - 7
	Mathematics - 8

	Place Value

Decimals Percents

Fractions

Variable expressions

Patterns and functions

Inequalities

Integers 
Geometry

Use information from table

Problem solving strategies

Order of operations

Expressions and equations
	General Math

Integers

Equations

Pre-Algebra

Algebraic expressions and integers

Solving equations and inequalities

Solving two-step equations
	Algebra 1 part 1

Integers

Equations

Expressions 

Probability

Geometry 

Inequalities

Graphs and graphing



	Language Arts - 6
	Language Arts - 7
	Language Arts - 8

	Egypt

Poetry

Louis Sachar

Freak the Mighty

Max the Mighty

Katharine Paterson

Scary stories

Drama

folklore


	Japan

Tsunamis

Charles Dickens

Victorian life

Samurais

Mystery

Poetry- Whitman

Persuasive Writing

Folktales

Research skills

Drama

Meeting the Middle

Watsons Go to Birmingham

Narrative writing

*High interest informational books

*Biographies
	Out of the Dust

Diary of Ann Frank (Holocaust)

Whirligig

The Giver

The Outsiders

Realistic fiction

Drama – Shakespeare

	Health - 6
	Health - 7
	Health - 8

	DARE

Managing emotions

Personal well-being

Decision making

Stress management

Self image

Tobacco

Nutrition


	Mental health

Conflict resolution

Marijuana

Alcohol

Family

Basic first  aid

Nutrition

Eating disorders

Sexually transmitted infections
	Suicide

Depression

Personal well-being

*Personal goal setting

Prescription and OTC drugs

Addiction

Psychoactive drugs

Steroids

Family

Teen pregnancy

Prenatal care

HIV/AIDS

	Physical Education- 6, 7, 8
	Art – 6,7,8
	Band/Strings – 6,7,8

	*Fitness

Personal goal setting

Newton’s Laws of motion

Team and Individual sports

Basketball

Baseball

Softball

Track

Volleyball

Archery
	Cave paintings

Cuneiform

Ancient Olympic Games

Mali (African) Masks

Chinese Prints

 Rose Windows

Underground Railroad Quilt

Perspective Drawing/Architecture

Hex Signs
	Polyphonic music

Homophonic music

Various styles of music

Improvisation

Rhythm

World music

	Computers – 6,7,8
	Life Skills – 6,7,8
	Chorus – 6,7,8

	Keyboarding

Microsoft Word

Microsoft Excel

Microsoft PowerPoint

Microsoft Access

Microsoft FrontPage 

Web page design

Digital cameras

*Updated videos on technology- especially internet safety

*Magazines or journal articles on technology
	Time 

Money

Graphs

Measurements

Time management

Cooking

Household skills

Career/vocational

Community skills

Leisure/recreation

Nutrition

Health and personal hygiene

Communication skills
	Folk Tunes – i.e. folk songs, folk dances, patriotic music,

 ballads, work songs

Liturgical Music- i.e. gospel, spirituals

Jazz and Related Styles- i.e. ragtime, minstrel, blues, big band, swing, boogie woogie, rock and roll, rhythm and blues, afro-cuban, bop, progressive jazz

  Popular and Contemporary Music- i.e. musicals, film, rock

 Art Music- i.e. opera, symphony, chamber music, solo literature

 Ethnic Music- i.e. folk tines, world music

Liturgical Music- i.e. chorale, chant, oratorio, music from the Mass, cantata

 Art Music of Western Europe- i.e. opera, symphony,

            chamber music, solo literature

	Enrichment Study Skills – 7
	Pre-engineering –8
	Spanish – 8

	SAT prep

Test taking strategies

Persuasive writing

Editing

Political cartoons

Logic problems

Photo analysis
	Forces

Motion

Architecture

Bridges


	Alphabet

Question words

Foods

Body parts

Clothing

Poetry

Culture

Latin American countries


* denotes most needed resources
Sources: Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum,   Rachel Altimus,  Bonnie Brown,  Teresa Buckmaster,  April Coberly,  Jennifer Cragmile,  Fara Harris,  Katie Hunt,  Rick Ivanac,   Susan Lukas,   Naquai Mack,  David McLhinny, Sandy McVerry,  Crystal  Miller,  Kristen Mitchell,  Chris Mulhollan, Ryan Newsted, Oleta Perroti,  Mary Rogers,  Alexis Schaefer,   Joy Thompson,  Kristin Triantifillou,  Lynn Wallace, and Ann White.

