Lesson: Black History Month Biopoem Project
VSC indicator: 1.3.a, 1.4.a, 1.4.c, 2.4.g, 4.A.1.b, 4.A.2.b, 4.A.2.e, 4.A.3, 4.A.4, 4.A.7.b
Daily Objective: 

Today we will use SIRs Discoverer in order to access and read a biography on a notable African American. 


Today we will re-read and mark text with a purpose in order to understand the main ideas of an article. 


Today we will write and revise a biopoem in order to educate our peers about a notable African American.

(Warm up)  

Today we will be working with the laptops to conduct a little research on notable African Americans. Please pass around the lists of names. Jot down 2-3 people you might be interested in learning about. Try to choose people you don’t know a lot about. Each person in the class will need to research someone different. 

Procedures: see below (Day 1 and Day 2)
Closing statement: 
(Day 1) Review benefits of using the special feature on the database. Review benefits of re-reading and marking text with a purpose.
(Day 2) Short discussion on the freedom of free verse.
Assessment ideas:  

Final copy of biopoem 
Bio-poem Rubric

	Line 1
	-+

	Line 2
	-+

	Line 3
	-+

	Line 4
	-+

	Line 5
	-+

	Line 6
	-+

	Line 7
	-+

	Line 8
	-+

	Line 9
	-+

	Line 10
	-+

	Presentation
	____ out of 5

	On time
	____ out of 5

	Overall impression
	____ out of 10

	Total score
	____ out of 50


Notable African Americans Project

Day 1:

· Preview the list of notable African Americans. Select 2-3 possible people to research.

· Clear your desk of everything except something to write with.

· Follow directions to check out, turn on and log in on laptop.

· How do you access the SIRs Discoverer database?

· When should you use the biographies section instead of other areas?

· What are three ways you could search for your individual?

· Select your article and jot down any useful descriptors.
· How do you print from SIRs?

· Following the teacher’s directions for when to print your article.

· After you have picked up your printed copy of the article, click the red box in the top corner of the screen to close the internet. 

· Click Start. Click Shut Down.  Select Shut down again. Wait for the screen to go completely black before closing your laptop. 
· With two hands carry your laptop back to the cart; plug it back in and initial that you have returned it. 
· Sit down and silently read your article to get a general idea about your person. 

· Read over the directions for how to write a biopoem. 

· Reread and mark the text of your article focusing on the information you will need to write your biopoem.

Day 2:

· Revise biopoem.

· Peer edit/proofread biopoem.

· Was each line addressed?

· Are punctuation and capitalization effective?

· How was the word choice? Should a thesaurus be consulted?

· Were there errors in spelling?

· Check out, turn on, and log into laptop according to guidelines.

· Open Microsoft Word by clicking on the big W.

· Follow the teacher’s directions for saving into the designated folder.

· Type your biopoem.

· Spell check your biopoem.

· Tools

· Spelling and grammar

· Format your poem.

· Edit

· Select all

· Center align

· Change the font at this time by either using the drop down window or by clicking format and then clicking font.

· Type your first and last name at the bottom of your poem.

· Type the date.

· Proofread your work one last time and make any necessary changes.

· Print according to teacher’s directions. 

· After you have picked up your printed copy of the article, be sure to save it one last time by clicking on the picture of the disk or by clicking file then clicking save.

· Exit Word.

· File

· Close

· Red box with X

· Click Start. Click Shut Down.  Select Shut down again. Wait for the screen to go completely black before closing your laptop. 

· With two hands carry your laptop back to the cart; plug it back in and initial that you have returned it. 






