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Matchmaker, Matchmaker... Forming Relationships between Books
Library Media Skills Objectives:

The student will review a fiction novel and select a nonfiction book that clearly connects to it.

The student will think critically and use their knowledge of searching the automated card catalogue and the Dewey Decimal system to locate an appropriate nonfiction book.

The student will share and promote his or her book pairing with classmates.  
Curriculum (subject area) Objectives:

The student will be able to scan text for key words and ideas.

The student will be able to make connections between texts. 
The student will be able to orally explain the connections between paired texts. 

Grade Levels: 4-7

Resources: 
Automated card catalogue

Books 
Robb, Laura. Reading Strategies That Work, Scholastic, 1992.
Robb, Laura. Teaching Reading in Middle School. Scholastic, 2000. 
Websites

Kids’ Top 100 Books. http://www.nea.org/readacross/resources/kidsbooks.html
LyricsDownload.com. http://www.lyricsdownload.com/fiddler-on-the-roof-matchmaker-matchmaker-lyrics.html
Recommended Reading: 100 Favorite Children’s Books.  http://kids.nypl.org/reading/recommended2.cfm?ListID=60

Materials

One copy per every two students of heart graphic organizer

List of popular fiction book titles and authors cut into strips 
Chart paper

Marker
Instructional Roles: 

The Language Arts teacher and the library media specialist will work collaboratively to teach this lesson. Prior to visiting the media center for this lesson, the Language Arts teacher will teach lessons on the importance of making personal connections to the text and building prior knowledge. The library media specialist will have taught lessons to students on how to select books based on interest and reading levels.

Activity and Procedures for Completion:

The Language Arts teacher begins by leading a brief review discussion on the effects that prior knowledge has on a reader’s ability to connect to and comprehend text. Explain that the more you know about a topic, the easier it becomes to read, understand, and enjoy a book on that topic. The more a reader enjoys a book, the more likely he or she is to want to explore that topic further.
The library media specialist will then pose the following question to students: What makes a good relationship? Illicit several students’ responses. Explain to students that with Valentine’s Day being so close by, love seems to be in the air. To honor that, they will play cupid and act as matchmaker between books. Their goal is to partner up a fiction and nonfiction book. The books should compliment and support each other just like partners in a strong relationship. 
Group the students into pairs. Each pair of students will be given a print out of a heart and a strip of paper with the title and author of a popular fiction book. On one left hand side of the heart, students should write the title and author from the strip of paper. Their mission is to work together to find an appropriate nonfiction book that could be paired with that novel. Students should select a nonfiction book that clearly connects to or supports the fiction book. The nonfiction book chosen should be one that could be read either before the fiction book to help build prior knowledge or after the fiction book to extend the reader’s learning. 
The library media specialist will lead the students in brainstorming ways to identify possible nonfiction topics based on their assigned fiction book. Some ideas might be to read the verso, back cover, and/or book flap on the assigned book. Students might also skim through the text looking at chapter titles, setting, and character interests for clues. List these ideas on chart paper.

Tell students that the next step will be to actually find the title, author, and call number of a nonfiction book that relates to their assigned novel. Pairs should search the automated card catalogue using keywords and subject headings to find their book. They may also use their knowledge of the Dewey Decimal system of classification and scan the shelves to find their match. Once they find a match, they should write the title, author, and call number of the book on the right hand side of their heart printout.
The Language Arts teacher will observe students’ scanning, skimming, and previewing the fiction books for related topics. The library media specialist will observe students’ search techniques and provide assistance and re-teaching when needed.  

Evaluation:

The completed hearts will be evaluated by either the Language Arts teacher or the library media specialist using the following criteria:

*Are the books clearly related? 

*Is the book found a nonfiction book?

*Did the pair list the correct title, author, and call number for the book?

The library media specialist will look for an increase in circulation of paired books. 

Follow-Up:

Students will display their hearts on a bulletin board in the Language Arts classroom and orally promote and explain their matches. 
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	Hatchet
	Gary Paulson

	Holes
	Louis Sachar

	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
	Roald Dahl

	The Hobbit
	J. R.R. Tolkein

	A Wrinkle in Time
	Madeleine L’Engle

	Bridge to Terabithia
	Katherine Patterson

	Tuck Everlasting
	Natalie Babbitt

	Redwall
	Brian Jacques

	Walk Two Moons
	Sharon Creech

	Ella Enchanted
	Gail Carson Levine

	Frindle
	Andrew Clements

	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	Mildred D. Taylor

	Charlotte’s Web
	E. B. White

	Bunnicula
	Deborah Howe

	Shiloh
	Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

	Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh
	Robert O’Brien

	How to Eat Fried Worms
	Thomas Rockwell

	The Egypt Game
	Zilpha Keatley Snyder

	Crispin: The Cross of Lead
	Avi

	Maniac Magee
	Jerry Spinelli

	Hush
	Jacqueline Woodson

	Taking Sides
	Gary Soto

	The Ghost in the Tokaido Inn
	Dorothy Hoobler


Name ______________________________________
____________________________________

Directions:

1. Carefully copy down the title and author from the strip of paper that was passed out to you onto the left hand side of the heart.

2. Use your resources and wits to identify possible related topics to your novel.

3. Use your resources and wits to identify a nonfiction book that clearly connects with or supports your assigned novel.

4. Write the title, author, and call number of the nonfiction book you have selected to partner with your assigned novel on the right hand side of the heart.

5. Turn in your completed assignment.


Matchmaker List of Popular Fiction Books





“Matchmaker Matchmaker, �Make me a match�Find me a find,�Catch me a catch�Matchmaker, Matchmaker�Look through your books�and make me a perfect match” 


from Fiddler on the Roof








