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Beginning with a brief history of how the Center for Digital Storytelling (CDS) came to be, this article offers an intriguing overview of what digital stories are and how the CDS introduced and trained many groups in creating their own. Digital Stories take the art of storytelling to a whole new level mixing personal narratives with photographs, music, images, etc. to create a unique and visionary piece that can be shared. This article discussed the many benefits and draws of these projects.  Digital stories are powerful, personal, and meaningful to both creators and audiences alike.  Stories from several school systems highlight the various ways that digital stories are being incorporated into school curriculums. From elementary students to businessmen and from public schools to public libraries- digital stories seem to offer all an innovative way to connect writing with technology, as well as connecting writers with authentic audiences. Also included in the article are explanations and definitions of what constitutes a good digital story creation. 


I am blown away at how powerful these digital stories could be. The possibilities for community outreach and student empowerment are innumerable. After participating in the Maryland Writing Project last summer  and working with middle school students on a daily basis to find their original voices as writers and see the power in their own stories—I can definitely see why people across the country are racing to share their stories in this way. I love that the writing process is the focus. Students need to carefully craft a tightly woven narrative first and foremost. Rewriting, revising, and reworking are essential to an effective digital story. The technology piece serves to enhance. It appears to me that this is a way to show human beings how technology can take something good and tweak it until it’s phenomenal.
