Prepared by Debbie Kennedy
Author Study:  Maurice Sendak
Enduring Understandings

Knowing about the published lives of authors motivate students to read and write. 

Learning about the work of a published author improves skills, knowledge and pleasure in both reading and writing.

The craft of writing can be improved by studying the writing of published authors.  
Authors create their short story picture books about a problem with which readers can make a connection.  They include characters that remind us of ourselves, and a satisfactory solution or ending is provided that is in line with our previous experience(s).

Authors choose the genre that will best tell their story or message.

To better understand text, readers should know how the author has structured and organized ideas.

Teacher Preparation for the Author Study

· Gather the books that will be necessary for teaching about Maurice Sendak.  Your school media center should be able to provide some of these as well as accessing the core book collection at your school.  The public library will have many of these titles as well.  
· Prepare a place in your room where you will have a browsing basket of Sendak books as well as a chart comparing the books read during the unit.  Any other display items related to the unit (posters, stuffed toys, student work)  that you can provide in the center will further engage students in the study.
Biographical Information

Maurice Sendak was born on June 10, 1928 in Brooklyn, New York.
His parents were poor Polish immigrants who came to the United States before World War I.

His favorite books are The Prince and the Pauper and A Child’s Garden of Verses.
He began illustrating books when he was in high school. 
He was a comic book illustrator and a display artist.

He is an author and illustrator of his own books as well as an illustrator for other authors.

He was awarded the Caldecott Medal in 1964 for Where the Wild Things Are. 
He was a Caldecott Medal runner-up for his illustrations of children’s books by other authors.

Books Authored and Illustrated by Maurice Sendak
Where the Wild Things Are
In the Night Kitchen
The Nutshell Library (Alligators All Around:  An Alphabet, Chicken Soup with Rice:  A   Book of Months, One Was Johnny:  A Counting Book, and Pierre: A Cautionary Tale)
Higglety, Pigglety Pop!

Some Swell Pup, or Are You Sure You Want a Dog? (with Matthew Margolis)

Outside Over There

Books Illustrated By Maurice Sendak

Atomics for the Millions

The Wonderful Farm

A Hole is to Dig:  A First Book of Definitions

A Very Special House

The Wheel on the School

 The Happy Rain

Circus Girl

Little Bear

What Do You Say Dear?

The Moon Jumpers

Let’s Be Enemies

What Do You Do Dear?

Little Bear’s Visit

Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present

The Bat-Poet

Hector Protector and As I Went Over the Water:  Two Nursery Rhymes

Ziateh the Goat and Other Stories

The Light Princess

The Juniper Tree and Other Tales from Grimm

Fly By Night
The Love for Three Oranges:  The Glyndebourne Version

The Nutcracker

In Grandpa’s House

Dear Mili

I Saw Esau

We Are All in the Dumps with Jack and Guy
Swine Lake
MCPS Videos
V3533  Really Rosie

V4344  Sendak

Websites for Background Information

www.edupaperback.org/authorbios/Sendak_Maurice.html
www.kidsreads.com/authors/au-sendak-maurice.asp
www.carr.lib.md.us/readcaldecott64.htm
www.pbs.org/wnet/americanmasters/datab
www.yahooligans.com/School_Bell/Langua
www.montgomerylibrary.org
Ongoing Activities Throughout the Study
1) Provide copies of the books that will be studied during this unit as well as other books authored and illustrated by Sendak in a browsing basket for student use during independent reading times.

2) An ongoing chart (or charts) comparing the books studied in this unit should be displayed in the classroom.  A bulletin board could be devoted to this as well as for other display and student work related to this unit.
3) Student response logs or packets should be available for answering stance questions or teacher-developed prompts related to the stories read in this unit.

Lesson One:  Introduction to Maurice Sendak, Author and 




Illustrator/Where the Wild Things Are
Materials:  white bulletin board paper large enough to make three columns, markers, story paper, crayons
Teacher Preparation

Prepare the bulletin board paper by dividing it into three columns labeled Beginning, Middle, and End.  Make sure you have enough room to easily record in each column.  Fold the story paper length-wise so that the picture portion folds down over the lines.  Fold this into quarters.  Unfold. Snip on folds on blank picture portion only up to the fold line.  This will make the “flip” part of the booklet.  Have students use crayons to color on this paper.  Markers will “bleed”.
Before Reading

Engage students in the following discussion: 
1. Do you know what an author does?

2. Do you know what an illustrator does?

3. What skills do you think someone needs to be an author? An illustrator? Both?

Explain to the students that they will be learning about an author/illustrator named Maurice Sendak.  Ask the students if they are familiar with any of his books.  Discuss.  This might be a good time to read a short biographical sketch of Sendak.  The website 

www.kidsreads.com/authors/au-sendak-maurice.asp provides a student friendly introduction to Sendak’s life and work. 

Sidebar:  A good resource for looking at how an author works is the big book Vann’s Story.

Tell the students that they will be reading some books that Maurice Sendak wrote and illustrated as well as looking at some of the books that he has illustrated for other authors.  Ask the students if they can think of some things that might be learned from looking at various books by the same author (style of writing/illustrating; topics; genres).
Show the students the cover of the book for the lesson (Where the Wild Things Are).  Ask the students to do the following:

1. Predict what they think the book will be about.

2. Notice things about the author’s style – how he tells the story and how the pictures are illustrated.  Tell the students that they will discuss this at the end of the story.

3. Listen for the beginning, middle and end of the story. 
During Reading

Read the story aloud to the students.  Stop to discuss as necessary.
After Reading

Point student attention to the chart you have prepared.  Ask students to share things that they remember from the beginning, middle and end of the story.  Record events.  Discuss story structure and its relationship to the three main parts of a story. 
Session Two:
Checking for Understanding
Show students the sample flip book.  Explain that they will be making a flip book of the story that they have just read.  Ask students to review the chart with you for each portion of the book.  Tell students on the first cover of the flip book they are to write the words Title and Author in large letters.  Tell them to lift up that flap and on the lines write Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak.  On the second cover of the flip book, instruct students to write Beginning, then lift the flap.  On the lines, write one thing that happened at the beginning of the story and then illustrate in the space above.  Repeat this process with the third and fourth flaps of the booklet, labeling for the Middle and End.  Allow ample time for this process.  Some students may need to refer to the chart.  Provide extra copies of the book for students to use at their seats.

Lesson Extensions
Writing Extension:  Provide a prompt to be answered in response logs such as:  Pretend you are a wild thing.  You are sad that Max is leaving.  Tell him why you don’t want him to leave.  Write at least 3 to 5 sentences explaining your answer. Or:  Tell about your favorite part of this book and why you like it.
Art/Drama Extension:  Have students make Wild Thing masks from paper plates or tag board.  Provide feathers, glitter and other craft materials for the students to use to create their masks.  On a large piece of white bulletin board paper, have students illustrate a setting similar to the illustrations in the book.  Discuss particulars of Sendak’s illustrative style (lots of details, bold colors, and simple outlines).   On another day (after masks have dried) let the students participate in a “wild rumpus”.  Display the bulletin board paper “setting”.  Reread the portion of the story where the rumpus begins (or listen to it on a story tape) and guide students as they act out this portion of the story.  It might be fun to share a simple snack when the rumpus is over (animal crackers, juice).

Session 3

An on-going activity for this unit is a chart for comparing the stories read.  The best way to do this is to use a long piece of white bulletin board paper to list particulars for each story in columns for comparison purposes.  Begin at the left side of the paper for the first story (Where the Wild Things Are).  List the title and then underneath list as follows:  Main Character, Setting, Problem, Solution, Illustration Observations and Author Style. Add to the chart as stories are read and discussed.   Individual chart paper can be used for each story (instead of bulletin board paper, as room space may be an issue) and then these can be posted in the Sendak center.  Use the chart(s) throughout the unit to compare/contrast the stories.
Lesson 2:  Pierre
Materials:  chart paper, markers, response logs
Teacher Preparation:
Have a chart stand ready with chart paper and markers for recording predictions.  Have the bulletin board chart ready to record specifics from this story.  Make sure student response logs are handy.
Before Reading:

Show students the cover of the book.  Ask for predictions. Jot on chart paper.  Open cover and observe that this book has a Table of Contents.  Ask the students if they think this book could be non-fiction.  How do they know?  This book has a prologue.  Reread the title and subtitle of the book: Pierre: a Cautionary Tale in Five Chapters and a Prologue.  Ask: “What do you think a Prologue is?  Do you think it will help us understand this story better?”  Read the prologue to the students.  Ask if there is any information in the prologue that would change their predictions.  Next focus on the words “cautionary tale” from the title.  Ask the students if they know the words cautionary or tale.  Discuss.  Explain to students that often a tale has moral to it such as fables or folktales.  (Briefly discuss any other fables or folktales that the students are familiar with.)  If the word cautionary is not known, shorten to caution to see if that helps.  Refer to a dictionary to help with meaning.  Explain to students that during reading today to listen for anything that helps verify or change predictions.  Also ask them to listen for the moral of the story.
During Reading:

Read the story aloud with the students, stopping to verify or change predictions. As the “I don’t care!” phrases appear in the text, invite students to choral read with you.
After Reading:

Discussion Points:
1) What is the problem in the story and how is it solved?

2) Is this is a humorous story?  What does Sendak do to make it funny?

3) What are some of the styles in this story that Sendak uses?

4) Does the meaning of the story change if the words “I don’t care!”  Are deleted?

5) How do the illustrations help in the understanding of what happens in each chapter?

Checking for Understanding (Writing Extensions)

Provide writing prompt to be answered in student response logs such as:

1) Explain the problem in this story.  Tell how it was solved.

2) What is a moral?  Explain the moral in the book Pierre.  Make up another moral that could also be used with this story.

3) Pretend you are Pierre’s mother.  Write a letter to Pierre telling him how you feel about his behavior.  Tell Pierre three things he needs to do to improve the way that he behaves.  (FTAP)

Follow-Up

Fill in the on-going chart with the information from this story.  Follow the guidelines used in Lesson One, Session Three.  Discuss any similarities/differences in the stories read so far.
Lesson 3:  Hector Protector and As I Went Over the Water

Materials:  chart paper, markers, several books illustrated by Maurice Sendak and authored by others, 8 ½” x 11” white construction paper, pencils, crayons, book binding materials (if a binding machine is available in your school),  examples of several nursery rhyme books for the lesson and more for a basket of books for the center
Teacher Preparation:

On separate pieces of chart paper, record the lines to the poems “Hector, Protector” and “As I Went Over the Water”.  Have the ongoing chart available for recording.
Before Reading:

Show students the books that you have chosen that Maurice Sendak has illustrated only.  Remind students that an illustrator draws the pictures for text written by someone else.  Maurice Sendak is the illustrator for many children’s books besides his own.  Briefly look at the books and read selected text from each.  Stress the importance of the pictures matching the text on each page.  Ask students why they think this would be important.
During Reading:

Refer student attention to the two poems that you have written on chart paper.  Explain to the students that these poems are called nursery rhymes.  Discuss and briefly remind of other familiar nursery rhymes.   Tell the students to close their eyes.   Read the poems aloud to the students. Tell them to create a picture in their minds for each of the poems. After each one, lead the students in a choral reading of the poems.  Discuss each of the poems and their meanings (if any can be determined).  Tell students that sometimes nursery rhymes don’t have any particular meaning and can be nonsense.

After Reading:

Explain to the students that Sendak has illustrated the two poems they have just read.  Tell the students that they will illustrate the poems themselves and then compare to Sendak’s illustrations.  Tell them that their illustrations will be made into a book just like Sendak’s book.  Distribute two sheets of plain, white construction paper (81/2” x 11”) to each student.  Give students ample time to illustrate each poem using pencil first then coloring with crayon.  Extra time to complete these pictures may need to be given as necessary.  
Session 2:
Checking for Understanding:
Display the pictures the children illustrated for the two poems.  Show students the book that Maurice Sendak illustrated of these two poems.  Read the book to the students.  Discuss Sendak’s illustrations.  Do they match the text?  How are they different from the student illustrations?  Do the students see any similarities of their drawings with Sendak’s?  Tell the students that the same text can be illustrated differently according to the understanding of the text by the illustrator.

Follow-Up:

1) Bind the pictures for each poem into a book.  Make sure student illustrations are placed in the order of the poem lines.  Include pages with the written lines of the poem.  Place the class books in the Sendak center in the classroom.  Students will enjoy revisiting their completed books.
2) Add this book to the on-going class chart.  Fill in as much information as possible since this book was not written by Sendak, only illustrated.

3) Provide other examples of nursery rhyme books in a basket for students to read independently.

Writing Response Log:

Explain what an illustrator does.  Why is it important for an illustrator to match pictures to the text?
Lesson 4:  Chicken Soup with Rice

Materials:  markers, chart paper, construction paper, student response journals
Teacher Preparation:

Have the on-going chart available to fill in after the lesson.  For the math extension activity, locate or make your own calendar format with a space for illustrating at the top.  Provide, if possible, multiple copies of the book for the lesson and follow-up activities.
Before Reading:
Read the title of the book to the students – Chicken Soup with Rice:  A Book of Months.  Ask them what they think this book might be about by looking at the cover and thinking about the title.  Picture walk the book, noting the sub-heading of each page (name of a month) and the illustration for the text on the preceding page.  Point attention to the boy on each page.  Ask students if he looks familiar.  Remind students of the similarities in the main character of many of Sendak’s books (young boy, looks the same in the various stories, sometimes mischievous).  Discuss reasons why Sendak might make the main character in the books he has written so similar to each other.  Ask:  “Do you think this book is non-fiction?  Let’s use what we have learned about non-fiction text to help us decide after we have read the book.”
During Reading:
Read the story out loud to the students.  Stop and discuss as needed.
After Reading:
Discuss whether the students think this text is a non-fiction or fiction text.  Remind students that fiction books have a story structure with a main character, setting, plot, a problem and a solution.  Does Chicken Soup with Rice fit all of those criteria?  Review the way the book is arranged – it does not have a table of contents or an index (even though many fiction books have a table of contents to show where to locate the chapters).  Chicken Soup is not informational.  Lead students to see that this is a book of rhyming nonsense verses surrounding the topic of chicken soup.  It is a book to read just for fun!  If there is time remaining in the session, reread the book chorally with the students, or place students in partners to reread the book.

Follow-Up:

Fill in the on-going chart or individual chart for this book.  Take the time at this point to examine the chart for all the similarities and differences found in the four books focused on in the unit.  Use a blue marker to underline or circle similarities.  Use a red marker to note differences.  Discuss as necessary.
Math Extension:

1) Use of this story is a great tie in to any calendar activities you might have available such as:  reviewing order of the months, number of days in the months and the year and seasons.
2) Provide calendar blanks with a space at the top for illustrations.  Assign each student or pairs of students to prepare a month in the current school calendar.  Have them illustrate using black ink with an appropriate picture for the month.  Reproduce a set of calendars for each student.  Provide construction paper for the students to make a cover for their calendars.  Students can color the illustrations on each calendar page.

Writing/Language Extension:
1) Review rhyming words.  Assign partners or small groups to find rhyming words in one of two of the month poems and record. Ask partners or groups to share their findings.  Record all sets of rhyming words on a class chart – share the pen so that students can record their own findings on the chart.

2) Provide appropriate stance questions for this book to be answered in student response journals.
Lesson 5:  Examining Other Sendak Works
*Plan for several sessions to complete this lesson.
Materials:  selected books by written/illustrated by Sendak (multiple copies of each book would be ideal), plain construction paper for illustrating, hard copy of summary sheet for each group, digital camera (if you choose to use Power Point), computer
Teacher Preparation:

Prepare a plan for students to work in balanced small groups.  You may want to assign cooperative jobs (reader, recorder, illustrators)   Choose a Sendak book not previously taught for each group to read, discuss and prepare a short summary of to share with the rest of the class.  A suggested way for summarizing is to have each group prepare a Power Point presentation of their book. This will of course depend on teacher comfort level with computer use. (Your media specialist, media assistant or computer liaison should be able to assist you in this process if you need help.)   Summaries can be done by having the groups share orally with the rest of the class using their illustrations and written work   Prepare a hard copy of a summary outline to be filled out by the groups to tell about the book they have read.  The outline would possibly include:  title of the book, copyright date (show students where to find this), main character(s), setting, problem/solution, author style, and recommendation for reading.
Before Reading:

Explain to the students that today will be the final lesson about Maurice Sendak for this unit. Tell the students that today they will have an opportunity to read other Sendak books in small groups.  Then explain that they will present a summary of the story to the rest of the class. (You will need to know whether you are going to use Power Point or oral presentations so that you can briefly explain the project.)  Show the students a copy of the summary sheet you have prepared and briefly explain how it is to be filled out by each group.  Each group will also make four posters for their story illustrating and labeling the following:  characters, setting, problem, solution.  Show the students the chart listing the small group assignments and the jobs for each group.  At this time, hold up the four or five books chosen for the groups to use one at a time so that the covers and titles can be viewed by all of the students to create interest in the activity.  Assign groups to work areas around the room.  Distribute books, summary sheets, drawing paper, pencils and crayons as needed.
During Reading:

Tell groups to begin reading their books.  The assigned reader may do this for the whole group or the group may take turns if all participants want to read.  Monitor groups as necessary to provide support.

After Reading:

After groups have completed the reading, distribute the summary sheets to group recorders.  Groups may need assistance in completion of this task, so continue to monitor groups.  When the summary sheets are finished, provide construction paper for groups to begin their illustrations of the story according to the guidelines.  If you are having groups do Power Point presentations, use the digital camera to take pictures of illustration posters for each group.  These will be used in their presentations with text typed in to accompany each picture.  
Follow-Up:
When all groups have completed either oral or Power Point presentations, it is time to share!  After presenting, a small celebration party may be in order.  Ask students to bring snacks to share with the rest of the class.

Other Final Activities:

1) View MCPS Video Really Rosie. This gives an overview of most of the books used in the lessons.

2) Write letters to Maurice Sendak.  Have students tell him about their favorite Sendak book and why it is their favorite.  A most recent address for sending letters is:

Maurice Sendak

c/o Harper Collins

10 East 53rd Street

New York, New York 10023-5299

3) Look at several of the suggested websites for more information on Sendak.  This could be done at the end of the unit together (project from computer to TV) or on-going as a center.

4) Include a visit to the media center to investigate other written and or illustrated by Maurice Sendak.
