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A Pathfinder for Grade 6

	[image: image3.wmf]One of your Integrated Studies Research Projects this semester will involve researching the history and design of US Postal stamps. Part of this unit will involve you collecting postal stamps and researching those, as well as designing a postal stamp.

To help you learn more about postage stamp design, follow the links on this pathfinder. It will help you find information in the public library, on the Internet, and in the community about postage stamp design and collecting.
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	Print Resources-Books 

	Frederick county Public Library has several excellent books about postage stamps. A few of the books are listed below. To locate more books, use the suggested keywords and phrases to search the online library catalog. 

The C. Burr Artz Branch is located in downtown Frederick at 

110 East Patrick Street

Frederick, MD 21701

(301) 694-1630

Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-9, Friday and Saturday 10-5, Sunday 1-5.

The Urbana Branch open Fall of 2006 in the villages of Urbana.

9020 Amelung Street

Frederick, MD 21704

Future Hours: Monday-Thursday 10-9, Friday and Saturday 10-5, Sunday 1-5.



NONFICTION BOOKS
  

J 769.56 DYS

Dyson, Cindy. Rare and Interesting Stamps. Philidelphia: Chelsae House, 1999.
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Presents more than twenty-five stamps from different countries, including Belgium, Nicaragua, and the Virgin Islands, and discusses how they celebrate the customs, legends, and history of their countries. 

769.56 WEL

Wellsted, W. Raif. The Stamp Atlas. New York: Facts on File, 1986.

The book provides a clear geographic portrayal for virtually every distinct postal and political change, from as early as 1660 to 1984.

J 769.56 LEW

Lewis, Brenda Ralph. Stamps! : A Young Collector’s Guide. New York, Lodestar Books, 1991.

Introduces readers to the history and great variety of postage stamps and examines some of the techniques used in identifying and collecting them.
J769.56 DUN

Dunaier, Gary. Stamps: The Beginning Collector. New York, Mallard Press, 1992.

769.56 KRA

Krause, Barry. Advanced Stamp Collecting: A Serious Collector’s Guide to the Collection and Study of Postage Stamps and Related Materials. White Hall, VA: Betterway Publications, 1990.


 REFERENCE BOOKS

Many of these do not circulate, you need to use them in the library.

769.56 SCO

Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue. New York: Scott Publishing Co., 2006.

The library has editions from the most current—the 163rd Edition 2007—through 1973. 

769.56 SCO

Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps. New York: Scott Publishing Co., 2006.

The library has editions from the most current—the 84th Edition 2006—through 1973.

769.56 BRO

Macdonald, David S. Brookman United States, United Nations, & Canada Stamps & Postal Collectibles. Bedford, NH: Brookman/Barrett & Worthen, 1998.
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	Print Resources-Magazines

	To locate more books, use the suggested keywords and phrases to search the online library catalog.

The public library has a few copies of two stamp magazines that might be useful.

Stamps. Lindquist Publications (3 weekly issues from 1995)

Mekeel’s Weekly and Stamps. Philatelic communications, Corp. (11 weekly issues from 1997)

Here is a recent article from a popular magazine.

Roessing, Walter. "Sticky business: what's on a postage stamp? Everything from rock stars to family pets.(Fast Facts)." Boys' Life 93.11 (Nov 2003): 48(1). 
To locate more articles, use the suggested keywords and phrases to search the school and public library online databases of magazine and newspaper articles.
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	Online Resources--Internet Sites & Databases

	The Web sites listed on this page have been previewed and selected for this topic. If additional information is needed, use the suggested keywords and phrases to search the Internet.

How Do I suggest a Postal Stamp Design?  Includes major criteria.

http://www.govspot.com/ask/suggestastamp.htm 

United States Postal Service Citizen’s Stamp Advisory Committee.  Postage stamp application to the USPS.

http://www.usps.com/communications/organization/csac_print.htm 

Creative Fuel: Design Your Own Postage Stamps. An article on how you can design your own, personal stamps and have them made!

http://www.creativepro.com/story/howto/22903.html 

National Postal Museum.  Official site, containing great educator links.

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/
PhotoStamps. One of the sites for making stamps from your own photos!

http://photo.stamps.com/PhotoStamps/?source=si11036146 

United States Postal Service History. Official history of the US Postal Service, includes several sections regarding stamps.
http://www.usps.com/history/history/his1.htm#contents 

Stamps.org—Journey Into the Fascinating World of Stamps! A great, kid-friendly site regarding stamps and stamp collecting

http://www.stamps.org/kids/January/Beginner_intro.htm 

Who Decides What is Pictured on a Stamp? And, Where do the Ideas Come From?  Provides kid-friendly info on how a stamp design comes to be.

http://www.stamps.org/kids/January/stamps_whodecides.htm 

A Brief History Of Postage Stamps Through The Years.  A great timeline.

http://www.stamps.org/kids/January/stamp_overview.htm 

Questions and Answers for Kids from the American Philatelic Society. Questions and answers on Philatelic terms, history, and general information. Scroll down to find the answers to many questions, such as “why are stamps cancelled?”

http://www.stamps.org/kids/kid_QA.htm 
Stamps with a Story. A behind-the scenes look at the creation of several high-profile stamps.

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/artofthestamp/SubPage%20table%20images/artwork/rarities/rarities.html
The World’s Hottest Stamp Collecting Sites. A great collection of links.

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/1466/page2.html
Introduction to Stamp Collecting. A great overview and collection of links.

http://www.virtualstampclub.com/begin1.html
Virtual Museum. Click on the link in the Gallery or Multimedia tab.

http://www.stamp2.com/
Planet Stamp. A great place for information and to start a virtual stamp collection.

http://planetstamp.co.uk/
Just for Kids or the Young At Heart! A page of great fun and links from the American Philatelic Society.

http://www.stamps.org/kids/kid_StampFun.htm
Holiday Stamps 2007 Holiday stamp designs.

Postal History. History of the united states postal service.

http://www.usps.com/postalhistory/
US Postal Statistics.

http://www.usps.com/history/anrpt05/opstats_001.htm
First U.S. Postage Stamp

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/museum/1d_Franklin.html
U.S. Stamp Engraving

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/stampstakeflight/classicengraving.html
Printing U.S. Stamps

http://www.postalmuseum.si.edu/stampstakeflight/creatingamericasstamps.html
U.S. Postage Rates History

http://www.akdart.com/postrate.html
http://www.usps.com/history/anrpt03/
Postage Stamp Design Requirements and Manufacturing Process

http://www.madehow.com/Volume-1/Postage-Stamp.html

 ONLINE DATABASES

The following Online Databases from the UMS Media Center will be useful to you. The links are on the UMS Media Center web site. You do not need a password if accessing the encyclopedia from school, but you will need to use our school login and password when you use it from home.

· The World Almanac Reference Database—has great statistics
 http://www.2facts.com/formsligin.asp?db=wa
· SIRS Discoverer—great general reference database. http://discoverer.sirs.com 

· SIRS Knowledge Source—Collection of 5 great databases. http://sks.sirs.com/ 

· Student Resource Center—a wealth of great resources. http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/<userid> 
And, if you still need more online resources, try those available free to Maryland residents on the SAILOR web site: Maryland’s Public Information Network, a Project of Maryland Public Libraries.

http://www.sailor.lib.md.us/
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	Videos

	Although the library does not have any videos on stamp collecting, the following is available at amazon.com and might also be available at local video rental places.

Video Guide to Stamp Collecting. Premiere Home Video, 1989. (ASIN: 6301233026)
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	Dewey Decimal Numbers and  Subject Headings

	If you want to browse the shelves in the library to locate information about postage stamps look for these numbers:

769.56

Sorry! This particular topic is pretty specific and has its own Dewey number assigned to it.

Subject Headings

Postage stamps

Stamp collecting

Postage stamps—Collectors and collecting

Postage stamps—Collectors and collecting—Juvenile literature

Postage stamps—Catalogs

Postage stamps—United States—Catalogs
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	Keywords and Phrases for Searching

	Do you need additional information? Try using these words and phrases to search Magazine Index, the library online catalog, CD-ROM or print encyclopedias or the World Wide Web:

Postage stamp

Stamp design

Stamp collecting

Philately

Philatelic
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	Community Resources-People and Places

	The following community contacts may help you with your topic:

National Postal Museum 

The National Postal Museum, a bureau of the Smithsonian Institution, showcases the largest and most comprehensive collection of stamps and philatelic materials in the world, and is devoted to the colorful and engaging history of the nation's mail service. Formerly housed in the National Museum of American History, the National Postal Museum contains more than 16 million objects which explore topics ranging from the Colonial Post, the Pony Express, airmail planes and mail transportation to the art of letter writing and the beauty of stamps.

2 Massachusetts Ave, NE

Washington DC 20002

(202) 633-5555

Admission is free!

Open daily from 10-5:30

Ethel Kessler, of Bethesda Maryland, is a local artist whose artwork has been chosen for postage stamp designs many times. Here is a link to her company bio: http://kesslerdesigngroup.com/Bio.html
Kessler Design Group Ltd

6931 Arlington Road

Suite 301

Bethesda, MD 20814

(301) 907-3233

ek@kesslerdesigngroup.com
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	Associations 

	  

American Philatelic Society

100 Match Factory Place

Bellefonte, PA, 16823

(814) 933-3803

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/1466/page2.html
Junior Philatelists on the Internet

http://www.geocities.com/Heartland/Plains/1466/page2.html
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