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Overview
After identifying a controversial issue related to their reading (Lord of the Flies), students will conduct research to learn more about their topics. Students are expected to use print and online sources to fill in background knowledge and examine each side of the issue. Using information gathered from these sources, students will determine their own position on the issue and present it in a research paper. Students will create a working bibliography, formatted in MLA citation style, to assist them in completing their “Works Cited” page.  

Enduring Understandings   
· Literature interprets human experience and enriches culture.

· Effective readers and writers engage actively with text to 


create meaning.

Essential Questions 

· How does literature express the values of a society?

· How does engagement with text reinforce and refine critical     
reading, writing, and thinking?

Curriculum Related Indicators
· (1.10.5.3) Use strategies to make meaning from texts (during reading). 

·  (2.10.1.4) Analyze, interpret, and evaluate ideas in informational text.

·  (4.10.2.3) Use the writing process to compose effective expressive, informational and persuasive writing. 

Information Literacy Indicators
· (2) Locate resources to meet an identified need.
· (2.A.4) Recognize computer/online arrangement and content. 
· (3) Gather relevant information from appropriate resources.

· (3.A.3) Apply strategies for utilizing computer/online resources.

· (3.B.3.) Evaluate computer/online resources to determine accuracy and relevance of content.

· (3.E.3.) Record bibliographic information.

· (4) Organize and manage information found in print, non-print, and computer/online formats. 

· (5) Interpret information to generate new understandings and knowledge.

· (5.B.2.) Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies to draw viable conclusions.

· (5.B.4.) Apply critical thinking and problem solving strategies to construct personal connections with information.

· (6) Communicate findings by producing materials in an appropriate format.

· (7) Demonstrate responsible attitudes toward the use of information

· (7.A.1.) Take responsibility for own actions related to ethical use of information by citing sources.  

Library Media Specialist Collaboration Plan
A project of this magnitude will require a lot of collaboration between the teacher and the library media specialist. This project will require a minimum of four days of information literacy instruction to ensure that students are able to 1.) locate and use print sources via the Patrons Catalog 2.) use subscription databases 3.) use search engines to locate computer/online sources, and 4.) create their “Works Cited” page. The library media specialist will collaborate with the teacher before instruction to identify and/or develop mastery objectives. Working together, they will devise a plan for instruction and create a schedule for classroom and media center use. Several 10th grade classes are completing this project simultaneously and all will need access to the collection. Due to the limited number of print resources, students will not be allowed to check out the books. Once a student has identified a potential print source, it will be placed on a reserve cart so that all of the students will have access to them. Students will be reminded to check the shelves and the cart to locate the sources they need.  

Learning Activities
I have created MLA citation templates, handouts, and website links to support the instruction of this unit and shared these with the classroom teacher.
All classroom instructional resources have also been placed in the students’ handout folder.  

Prior to meeting with the media specialist, students will: 

· Participate in literature circle discussions of the required text, Lord of the Flies.

· Identify their research topics

· Receive instruction from the English teacher on how to:

· use note cards to gather information
· create an outline to organize information
· format the research paper 
Session 1: (45 minutes)
· Direct instruction in how to use the Patrons Catalog to locate print  
sources.
· Direct Instruction and guided practice composing MLA citations for 
print sources.
· Independent practice using the Patrons Catalog 
· Exit Card: Students will compose an MLA citation for a print source.

Session 2:  (45 minutes)

· Direct instruction in how to access and navigate through three 
appropriate subscription databases (SIRS Knowledge Source, 
Student Resource Center and Opposing Viewpoints, and Issues 
and Controversies) to locate information. 
· Direct Instruction in how to compose an MLA citation for a 
subscription database source.

· Independent practice using the subscription databases to locate 
information.

· Exit Card: Students will compose an MLA citation for a subscription 
database source.

Session 3:  (45 minutes)

· Direct instruction in how to evaluate a Website. 

· Direct instruction in how to access and navigate selected Web 
Indexes and search engines. 

· Direct Instruction in how to compose an MLA citation for an Internet 
source.

· Independent practice using the Web Indexes and search engines to 
locate information. 

Session 4:  (45 minutes)

· Independent research time locating print and computer/online 
sources.

· Exit Card: Students will compose a MLA citation for a 
computer/online source.

Session 5:  (Optional)

· Independent research time locating print and computer/online 
sources.

Checking for Understanding/Assessment

Students will be assessed through the use of exit cards, periodic “thumbs up, thumbs down” check-ins, and observation.     

Differentiation/ELL/Special Education/GT   
This project readily lends itself to differentiation. Students are working on self selected topics, and they have access to print and online sources at a variety of reading levels. The teacher and the media specialist provide additional one on one support as needed. The assignment can also be modified for students through the use of graphic organizers. For example, in lieu of note cards, a “T Chart,” may be used to organize the information. 
