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The Encyclopedia Battle: Print vs. Online
An Activity for Grade 3
Introduction:

Good exercise is important to maintain a healthy body. Lots of kids play team sports, and others like to ride their bikes. Both of these activities help us stay physically fit.  We need to keep mentally fit, too. When we are actively learning, we are exercising our brains. Doing research to learn more about a subject is a great mental exercise. There are lots of ways to research a topic. One way is to use the encyclopedia. We can use two different forms of an encyclopedia, the print version or the online one. They’re both great research tools.
As you know we have read several biographies in class. We’ve used the information from them to create biographical timelines. Now it’s your turn to make a timeline. Today, you will use both versions of an encyclopedia to locate information about a well known athlete, soccer player, Mia Hamm.  You will compare your online and print search to determine which method was most helpful to you. 
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Consider the following questions as you complete your research:

· Was one way faster than another? 

· Which source was easier for you to use? 
· Did one source have better information?

· Did these sources provide additional suggestions to aid your research?

· Which source would you recommend to a friend? Why?
Instructions:
You will be using both the print and online formats of The New Book of Knowledge.  You may choose to start your search with either format. Be sure to check both sources carefully. 
A. Online Source
· Click on the link below to access The New Book of Knowledge online source.


The New Book of Knowledge
· Search for information about Mia Hamm.
B. Print Source
· Visit our Media Center to access the print version of The New Book of Knowledge.
· Search for information about Mia Hamm.

C. Use your search experience to answer the following questions.
1. Which source lead you to information about Mia Hamm more quickly?

_____________________________________________________________

2. Which source did you find easier to use? Explain why.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

3. Did both sources provide you with the information you wanted? Use evidence from your search to support your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

4. What, if any, additional sources did each of these formats suggest?


Online Source:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Print Source:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Based on your experience today, which of these sources would you recommend to a friend? Support your answer with details from your search experience.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Independent Activity

Choose one or both of the sources you used today to identify important dates and events in Mia Hamm’s life. Create a chart in your reading response journal to record the information you find. Be sure to cite your sources. See sample chart below. The next time we go to the computer lab you will create a biographical timeline to display this information using Timeliner5.0.
	Mia Hamm

	Source:

	Source:

	Date 
	Event

	1972

	Mia Hamm was born.




