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All Internet Sources are not Created Equal


The Internet can be a great source of information. Many Internet sites are credible and can be useful to researchers; however, that is not always the case. Websites can be posted without editorial review; and therefore sites may contain information that is inaccurate, dated, or biased. It is important that you evaluate each site to ensure that you are getting accurate information from a reliable source. Use the following questions as a guide to help you evaluate each site.
Site:

· What purpose for the site is suggested by the URL address (Is it a .com, .org, .gov or .edu site?)
· What does the site’s Mission Statement or “About Us” page tell you about the purpose of the site?

· Is the information presented in an objective or subjective manner? Is a point of view being expressed?
· Is the information current? (Check the date the site was created and the date of the last update.)

· Does the site provide active links, or are several of them broken?

· Is the site a personal page with a ~ or % in the address? (If yes, evaluate the author carefully)

Author or Sponsoring Organization:

· What are the author’s credentials?

· How can you contact them?

Adapted from The Information Literacy Guide: Making Every Connection Count, Montgomery County Public Schools, Rockville, MD: 2006.  
MLA Citation Style: Internet Sources

The basic format is illustrated below. 

	Author(s)
Last, First. 
	“Title of Article.”
	Title of Periodical.
	Volume

	(Date of Publication):
	Pages.
	Date of Retrieval.
	<URL>

Cut and paste, if possible


Examples:

Website

Lynch, Tim. "DSN Trials and Tribble-ations Review." Psi Phi: 


Bradley's Science Fiction Club. 1996. Bradley University.


8 Oct.1997. <http://www.bradley.edu/campusorg/


psiphi/DS9/ep/503r.html>. 

Newspaper or Magazine Article on the Internet

Andreadis, Athena. "The Enterprise Finds Twin Earths 


Everywhere It Goes, But Future Colonizers of Distant 


Planets Won't Be So Lucky." Astronomy Jan. 1999: 


64- . Academic Universe. Lexis-Nexis. B. Davis
     
Schwartz Memorial Lib., Brookville, NY. 7 Feb. 


1999 <http://web.lexis-nexis.com/universe>. 

Record the citation data for one of your Internet sources below:

Author(s):​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ _________________________________________

Title of Article: ______________________________________

Title of Periodical: ___________________________________
Volume: ___________________________________________
Date of Publication: __________________________________

Pages: ____________________________________________
Date of Retrieval: ____________________________________

URL: ______________________________________________

Adapted from Delaney, Robert. “MLA Citation Style.” C.W. Post Campus. 2006. Long 



Island University. 21 Feb. 2007. < http://www.liu.edu/CWIS




/CWP/library/workshop/citmla.htm>
   
Looking For A Better Search Tool?


Google is a great resource, and it can be very useful. However, it is not usually the most effective tool to use when conducting research. Using the search engines and/or Web Indexes listed below may help you locate the sources you need more quickly and efficiently. 

Multnomah County Library. This web page has been created to meet the needs of Multnomah County high school students researching current social issues from multiple perspectives.

http://www.multcolib.org/homework/sochc.html
Librarians' Internet Index (LII) is a publicly-funded website with over 20,000 entries maintained by our librarians and organized into 14 main topics and nearly 300 related topics. 

http://lii.org/
Google U.S. Government Search offers a single location for searching U.S. government information, and for keeping up to date on government news. You can choose to search for content located on either U.S. federal, state and local government websites or the entire Web
http://www.google.com/ig/usgov
INFOMINE is a virtual library of Internet resources intended to support academic research. It contains useful Internet resources such as databases, electronic journals, electronic books, bulletin boards, mailing lists, online library card catalogs, articles, directories of researchers, and many other types of information. 

http://infomine.ucr.edu/
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