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Instructional Activity

Which Search Tool is the Best Fit


An Activity for Grade 4
Introduction:

We’ve learned about lots of good search tools recently. You’ve had an opportunity to use directories, encyclopedias, Web bibliographies, and several almanacs. Sometimes a directory is the best search tool, but other times the encyclopedia is the perfect choice. If you were going to build a go-cart from some scrap pieces of wood, what tools might you need? That’s right. You would probably need a hammer and some nails. You certainly won’t need a garden rake to make a go-cart. That’s not to say that a rake is a bad tool, it’s just not the right tool for that job. When we do research, we need to pick the right tools, too. 
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As you know, The Baltimore Orioles baseball team got their name because the Oriole is the state bird of Maryland. You also know that my favorite football team is the San Francisco 49ers. Of course, their home field is in California. Do you know how they got their name? Today you will use two different search tools to help you find out why San Francisco’s football team is called the 49ers. We will use both an almanac and a search directory to determine which tool is better for today’s job. 
Activity:
A. First we will search the online almanac, 50states.com. Click on the link below.
50states.com
1. Now that you’ve reached the 50states.com site, briefly explain each step of your search. See example below.
· Clicked on California…
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.
From the almanac homepage, how many steps did it take for you to find the answer to your question? How long (approximate time) did the search take? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Now we will complete a directory search. Click on the Yahoo Directory link below.
Yahoo Directory
1.
Now that you’ve reached the Yahoo Directory home page, briefly explain each step of your search. See example below.

· Clicked on Recreation and Sports…
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
From the Yahoo Directory homepage, how many steps did it take for you to find the answer to your question? How long (approximate time) did the search take? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Analysis: 

Reflect on both of your search experiences today to answer the following questions.

1. Did you get the same results (answer) from the almanac and the directory?

___________________________________________________________

2. Which search tool was better for today’s job? Support your answer with details from your search.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________  

3. If your searches today did not get the same results, what do you think your next move should be?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________  

Independent Activity
1.
Enough about my beloved 49ers; it’s time to get back to our study of 
Maryland. Choose one of the search tools you used today to find out 
how the Baltimore Ravens football team got its name. Remember to 
cite your source.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Source:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________

2. Choose one of the search tools you used today to find 5 new and 
interesting facts about Maryland. (The best ones may be used in our 



Maryland Jeopardy game!) Remember to cite your source.

A._________________________________________________________

B._________________________________________________________

C. ________________________________________________________

D._________________________________________________________   

E. ________________________________________________________  
Source:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________________________________

