
This year when I taught citing sources to my fourth and fifth grade media classes, I used NoodleBib MLA Starter (http://www.noodletools.com/ ).  MLA Starter is a free tool that helps elementary students create a range of print and online citations.  My young students need to perform the function of citing authors who have been resources for learning, but it’s not important that they learn any particular citation style.  MLA Starter allows the citation process to be successful and painless.  


MLA Starter allows you to create either an entire bibliography or only one reference.  I select the “entire bibliography” option, and then create a folder for each new project.  Then, I select the type of citation—options include book, magazine, newspaper, reference (the tool allows you to select either print or online sources for these first four types), e-mail, website, and interview. Next, the tool elicits the information needed to complete that citation.  Finally, it creates the citation and saves it in my folder.  Because MLA Starter keeps all citations together in one folder, it helps my students keep track of their resources, in case they need to retrieve the information at a later date.  Also, these citations can be converted into an RTF and saved or edited with word processing software.


After reviewing the four resources listed in the elective assignment, I will also include Classroom Connect in my citation lessons, because this site has examples of citations that MLA Starter lacks, such as graphics, sounds, and videos, and it is readable for elementary students.  Depending on how well my students use these examples to create their own citations, I may decide to pay for the upgraded Noodle Tools product, MLA Jr. ($60/year), which adds the option of citing graphics, sounds, videos, and many specialized circumstances of print and online sources.
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