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Search Engine Activity
The five categories I selected were: 

· Native American Culture (Educational- for my fellow fourth grade teachers)

· Celiac Disease (Medical information- having recently been diagnosed with this auto-immune disorder)

· Coat for a dog (Shopping-we are taking care of my Air Force daughter’s Italian Greyhound, a sleek, no body-fat breed that requires winter clothing)

· Clip-art (Media and Kid safe- items to ‘jazz up’ my worksheets, memos and newsletters)
· Cheap fares to London (Travel -we are a ‘blended’ family, and my step-family lives in London. Besides, who wouldn’t like to travel to London if the price is right?)

I selected the following search engines:

· AOL—This is the search engine that automatically pops up when I sign on my computer.  Most of the sites on AOL are connected by Google, but not all of them.

· www.ask.com –I was told by friends and acquaintances that this was the easiest to use. Instead of precise phrases, whole sentences or questions can be posed, and the resources are vast.
· Yahoo!-A favorite of my daughter who searches the Internet daily.

· AltaVista-Curriculum writing co-workers suggested this one as one they often use for work.

· Lycos- My limited (and frustrating) experience with search engines was many years ago with this one.  I wanted to use it again to see if it had gotten any easier.

So, what did my research find?

	
	Native American Culture
	Celiac Disease
	Coat for a dog
	Clip-Art
	Cheap Trips to London

	AOL
	84,001 Google sites

 (good)
	4,107 
Google sites

(good)
	30,134

(WORST)


	Thousands of sites for each topic 
(good)
	19,201 Google sites
(good)
(BEST)

	Ask.com
	1,674,000 sites

(BEST)
	96,100 sites

(BEST)
	1,231,000 sites

(good)
	3,233,000 sites

(BEST)
	574,300 sites

(WORST)

	Yahoo!
	3,890 sites

(good, almost best!)
	310,000 sites
(good)
	46,900 sites
(good)
	8,250,000 sites
(good, but overwhelming)
	522,000 sites
(good)

	AltaVista
	3,840 sites
(good)
	312,000 sites
(WORST)


	1,350,000 sites
(BEST)
	8,280,000 sites
(good)
	520,000 sites
(good)

	Lycos
	788,710 sites
(WORST)
	310,000 sites
(good)
	412,371 sites
(good)
	1,719,642 sites
(WORST)
	69,055 sites
(good)


Best and Worst  
Native American Culture

Best: Ask.com has the best variety of sites, including an extensive list of child-oriented sites, although I did have to be as specific in my search question as with the other engines. It was very user friendly. This is a search engine I have already shared with my team mates.

Worst: Lycos is not very user-friendly.  The first 5 sites are the same as Yahoo! And the “Sponsored Sites” are about American Culture, not Native American Culture.  Although the most extensive list, many of the sites are not useful for a classroom teacher.

Celiac Disease
Best: Ask.com has the best of what I consider ‘reliability’ in that the first site listed is the NIH government site, which is considered the best source of information for this disease. This site was followed by the Columbia University research site, then foundations, support groups, and sites for doctors. The first 10 sites are very useful for someone searching for information about the newest research, support groups and even places to purchase gluten-free products.

Worst:  The first few sites on Alta Vista were news sites (“Mom Wants to Form Support Group for Celiac Children”) and support groups.  The NIH site is listed further down, along with the Columbia University site. One of the sponsored sites is for an organization which does home lab tests to determine the predisposition for this disease, a site that is at the end of the Yahoo! sites. An ‘at home’ testing kit for Celiac Disease does not sound like a reliable endeavor. 
Coat for a dog

Best:  AltaVista is the most useful for this search, although not because of the quantity of sites.  This topic was the most difficult because there are very few sites on the web, under ‘shopping,’ or as sponsored sites where dog coats are sold.  AltaVista is the only site that didn’t have eBay listed first, had the most useful sponsored sites, and actually had four web sites that sold dog coats listed first.  As with the other sites, the next ones were sites dealing with keeping a dog’s fur healthy.
Worst:  AOL only had two sponsored shopping sites, and one of them was eBay. All the web sites were concerned with keeping a dog’s coat healthy, the first being a research article for veterinarians “Does the color of a dog’s coat make a difference in summer?”
Clip-art

Best:  AOL’s site is the easiest to use as it is the first on the site when I click on ‘images’, and it also has very good Native American clip-art.  However, Ask.com is the best because of the variety of clip-art available in an easily accessible “Related Search” section for teachers. 
Worst:  Lycos has the largest number of sites, but the first page of web sites (not sponsored sites) are for commercial clip-art software, products, and subscriber only sites. 

Who can afford to pay for clip-art when there are free-bees on Ask.com?

Cheap trips to London

Best:  AOL’s Google is the only search engine which gave me actual trips to London first, followed by trips to other places.  Some searching needed to be done to locate more trips to London, but this site didn’t give me pages of limos and cheap taxi services in Great Britain like the other search engines did.
Worst:  Ask.com lists cheap car rental, cheap limos, and cheap rail fare to London. Only the sponsored sites are good, but they are similar to Yahoo, AltaVista and Lycos. Lycos and Yahoo have the identical first five web sites, none of them sites for London, England.  The sixth on their list is about New London, Connecticut.
