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Elective 7 – Collaboration

Collaborative Websites
Science

1. Journey North: A Global Study of Wildlife Migration – This website allows students from all over North America to share their field observations of the  migration patterns of monarch butterflies, bald eagles, robins, hummingbirds, manatees, etc. as well as the budding of plants, the changing of sunlight, and other natural events that show the signs of spring.  This also provides teachers with lesson plans, activities, and information to help students make local observations.  All lesson plans are standard-based and this website fits in perfectly with the National Science Education Life Science Content Standard for grades K-8.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://www.learner.org/jnorth/
2. The GLOBE Program – The program on this website is designed to provide students with hands-on science experiences.  Students are able to take measurements of atmosphere, hydrology, soils and land cover then report their data to the website.  They can also use the website to collaborate with scientists and other students from around the world as well as create maps and graphs to analyze their data.  All the concepts that are researched on GLOBE are aligned with the National Science Education Standards.  The teacher’s guide section provides data sheets, lab and field guides, and detailed information on each of the topics that the website and students will study.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://www.globe.gov/fsl/welcome.html?lang=en&nav=1
Social Studies

3. The Odyssey: World Trek For Service and Education – This website brings the world into your classroom.  A team of five educators took a two year tour around the world to give students everywhere access to places they would otherwise never be able to go.  The teams’ main focus in on ten central themes: 1. the internet and society, 2. community, 3. indigenous people, 4. wealth and poverty, 5. the environment and development, 6. the global community, 7. nature of conflict, 8. gender roles and representations, 9. youth and society, and 10. social change in theory and practice.  The themes align with National Council for the Social Studies perfectly.  Through this website the students can also chat with the team along with prominent local figures of each of the countries they visit.  This site also has a teacher zone that provides free lesson plans and guides to help align what you are doing in the classroom with the tour.  Note: The link for the most recent trek is currently not working so I am unable to determine whether or not the students would be able to interact with the current team.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://www.worldtrek.org/odyssey/index.html
4. The Day I Was Born - Online Project - Discovering YOUR Place in History – This project is designed to guide students while they research their place in history.  Through this project, students can discover how many days they have lived, what the moon looked like on the day they were born, the meaning of their name, what was in the headlines on that day, and much more.  Once they have compiled all their data, they can choose what they think was one of the most important things that occurred on the day they were born and submit to the websites’ online History Book.  This website has contributions from over 1,000 different classrooms from all over the world that students can read.  This website is a great way to introduce online researching skills to your students.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://www.stphilipneri.org/teacher/dayiwasborn/ 
Math
5. Math Forum: Class2Class Home – At this website, teachers will find a list of on-going projects that students from all over the world have been adding their information to.  Projects range from the Geometry Gallery to Marvelous M&M’s and all require input and data from students.  In addition to assisting with projects, students can partake in peer tutoring and the keypals program, which allows students to create math problems to share with other students all over the world.  All of these options allow students to enhance their math abilities while being motivated to learn.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://mathforum.org/class2class/
6. Global Grocery List Project – The interesting name of this website tells exactly what it is about.  Students share local grocery prices and are able to view the change in prices of basic items between the years 1995 and 2005.  Teachers can have the students analyze, compute, and make conclusion about certain products and their prices.  Submitting information is pretty easy, but reading the data can be a little difficult.  It is best to have students look at one product at time in order to properly decipher the information that is provided.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://www.landmark-project.com/ggl/index.html
General
7. KIDPROJ – This website uses email forums to provide educational exchanges for students.  The site also creates webpages to display projects and student work.  Current on-going projects include Peace Project, which involves students discussing issues of peace and coping with violence and KidArt, which allows students to write poems, take pictures and draw pictures with themes such as self-portrait and peace and then share them with students everywhere.  Note: The pages often take a while to load and many seem to be currently unable to find the server.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/projects.html
8. Educational Web Adventures – If you are looking for interaction and great animation, this website is meant for you students.  Students can play interactive games and take on role-playing situations to learn more about topics ranging from renaissance art to slavery to underwater life.  The activities are designed for different learning styles including simulation, creative play, puzzles/mysteries, interactive references, and role-playing.  Most of the activities involve only one-on-one interaction between the student and the computer, but some do allow for interaction to occur between live professionals and other students.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://www.eduweb.com/index.html
9. Student Guide - DiscoverySchool.com – The learning adventures section of this site is an excellent source of projects that have been put together to assist with student learning.  Each topic is broken down into sections and provides easy to read to information for the students as well as additional resources including books and websites where the student can for more information.  In addition, some of the topics also have interactive situations that the students can partake in.  Each topic also has a teacher’s tip section that gives an overview of the project, its online components, how it aligns with the national standards, and how to use the project in the classroom.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://school.discovery.com/students/
10. NickNacks: Find Telecollaborations – This website provides a long list of ongoing projects that students can partake in.  Examples include Cyberbee’s Postcard Geography and Global Schoolhouse’s Koala Lou’s World Journey.  Each site listed on this site contains numerous different types of projects that students to can participate in.  Most of them involve the student submitting data and analyzing data that has been posted by others.  Some also include opportunities to have live chats with professionals, prominent local figures, and other students.  Many of the projects are also aligned with National Standards.  Date visited: 3/31/05.  http://telecollaborate.net/education/edfind.html
