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Elective 6: E-Learning

Website #1 – Class.com

The very first thing that I noticed when I visited this site and did a couple of the demo lessons was the amount of text I had to read.  I almost felt like I was reading a textbook, except it was on my computer screen.  I hate reading textbooks and I hate not being able to print something out in order to read it.  The lessons I tried turned me off right away.  I am tactical learner and this E-learning site was not developed well to address a variety of learning styles and it was very easy to determine that as soon as I tried some lessons.  
This site however did have quite a few positives.  It provided numerous opportunities for students to engage in higher order thinking and critical-reasoning skills.  It had variety of ways of assessment including computer-graded tests and quizzes, teacher-graded papers and journals using a digital drop box, and peer interaction through a discussion area.  The syllabus was also very clear with its objectives and what the learner was expected to do and be assessed on.  All the topics were aligned with the National Standards as well.  

If you are visual/auditory learner who gets easily distracted by graphics and pictures when reading and learning, then this E-learning site is designed for you.  If you need interaction with graphics, pictures and hands-on experiences to help you learn, then this site is not for you.
Website #2 – K12
This E-learning site addressed a variety of learning styles and this was easily determined after partaking in one lesson demonstration.  The lessons are extremely interactive, involving the student to print materials that go along with the lesson or use materials (i.e. books, videos, cds) that they already have.  In addition, the text was easy to read with a lot of graphic representations to assist with learning.  The objectives were clearly stated at the beginning of the lesson and were only a click away throughout the rest of the lesson.  Assessment was done through computer-graded quizzes and tests and teacher/parent graded worksheets, paper, and journals.  This site also had art and music besides the main four subject areas and provided schooling for students K-8.

This E-learning experience can be done through a virtual school if your state offers one or through a home school program.  If you enroll through a virtual academy, then families receive the computer, software, and learning materials at no cost.  If not enrolled in a virtual academy, then you can purchase the entire curriculum or just individual courses to support your child’s learning experience.  
The only downside about this E-learning site that I could see was that I did not see where any peer interaction occurred.  I did see a discussion area, but it appeared to be more for the parents of the child who was using the site.  However, I feel that the positives of this site, especially its ability to address a variety of learning styles outweigh its one minor flaw.
