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Search Tips

When searching for a topic using a search engine, it is very important to have a few tools in your toolbelt.  Here are some of those tools.

· Be specific.  Ask the search engine to find exactly what you are looking for.  

· Use the plus sign.  When you want a search engine to find all the words you enter and not just some of them, use the plus sign.

· Use the minus sign.  When you want pages with one word but not another word often associated with it, use the minus sign.

· Use quotation marks.  Quotation marks give you a search where it finds all the pages with the words in the order you want them to be.  

· Combine symbols to create targeted searches.  

Try this activity to hone your searching skills:

1. Choose a search engine.

2. You are looking for recipes that involve cooking with olive oil and boneless chicken, but don’t know where to begin.  

3. Type in the word cooking.

4. You should find that the number of hits for the word cooking is overwhelming.

5. Think a minute.  Be specific.  Ask yourself “is there something specific I want to cook with?”

6. To minimize your search, now type in cooking+olive oil

7. You should notice your search diminish considerably, but not enough.  

8. Get even more specific and use some of the tools listed above.  

9. Try using quotation marks so that you can combine cooking with the term olive oil.  This will allow you to find hits that only have cooking and olive oil in the title.

10. Type in “cooking with olive oil”.

11. You should notice a significant decrease in hits.

12. But you still don’t have the search narrowed down as well as you could since you want to be cooking with olive oil and boneless chicken.  

13. Try combining symbols.

14. Type in “cooking with olive oil”+boneless+chicken

15. You should find just about what you are looking for.

16. Try one on your own!

