
Your portfolio is made up of two main things:  artifacts and reflection statements.  The artifacts are evidence that you met each of the different AASL objectives throughout your program.  The reflection statements explain how your artifacts act as proof by connecting details about the artifacts to specific statements listed under each of the 13 AASL objectives.

Don’t start thinking about the portfolio at the end of the program; start planning now!  Below is some advice that will benefit you for the overall program as well as the portfolio that will certify you for this program.

1. Know the 4 AASL Standards and 13 related objectives!  AASL has defined what you need to do to be a certified school library media specialist at the end of the program.  Mona has given you a rubric that takes the exact AASL wording of the standards, objectives, and the specific indicator phrases that define different ways that you should have met this objective through the program.  To help you along the way, your course syllabi should define for you what objectives the course attempts to meet.  But no course (except your practicum and the portfolio course) will address all the objectives.  It would be smart to keep a running chart, list, or matrix through your program that keeps track of what artifacts you might take out of each course for each specific objective.
2. Save EVERYTHING!  It’s always better to have more choices than too few when you get to the end.  Don’t forget about items such as discussion postings and emails that show communication and collaboration skills.  All the work you do is potential for artifacts.
3. Make backups of EVERYTHING! If you complete your program over multiple years, you may get a new computer and will have to transfer your files anyway.  And almost every computer goes kaput! at some time.  Don’t be left in the lurch.
4. Whenever you do anything related to teaching or this program, take pictures!  Pictures of you working with students are more powerful and memorable for an administrator than the artifacts or reflection statements that comprise the graded items of the portfolio.
5. Collect student work!  It’s one thing to create a great lesson or project.  It’s another thing to actually implement what you create.  And it’s a whole new world if you have proof that your students actually achieved and/or improved as a result of your great lesson.  Several of the “Target” level statements ask that you “document” your impact as a media specialist candidate; student work is one way to create such documentation.
6. Gather statistics!  Again, the Target levels often ask that you implement research and document improvements/success.  Gathering pre- and post- statistics along the way will be powerful evidence of your impact.  

7. Keep track of all your media center and library connections!  If you volunteer in a library/media center or collaborate with the media center as a classroom teacher, collect artifacts of these experiences.  In my opinion, you don’t necessarily have to include artifacts that you created in your courses.  If you’re able to apply the lessons and skills that you learn in this program to your roles as a volunteer, teacher, and/or citizen, you and this program have been a success!
8. It’s never too early to start working on the portfolio!  You know exactly what is expected of you at the end of your program.  Make your life easier by working towards this requirement today!
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