STUDY GUIDE FOR COMPREHENSIVE EXAM

SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA PROGRAM

WESTERN MARYLAND COLLEGE


To Take the Exam:  You must enroll for the exam in the same way you enroll for a course.

Date and Time:  See the printed course schedule for date and time.

Dear Student,

The comprehensive exam will consist of five essay questions.  You will want to show that you have knowledge of current standards and philosophies, and you will want to incorporate your personal philosophy in your answers.

Let me say this another way.  You will want to explain AASL’s 1998 Information Power, and you will want to show your own passion for this profession.

Explain AASL’s mission statement.  Know the components of selection.  Demonstrate a clear understanding of the uses of technology in the K-12 setting.  Be able to explain how to teach the Information Literacy standards.  (You’ll receive a copy of the standards at the test site.)
To prepare for the examination, re-read:

· AASL’s Information Power, 1998
· Your notes and text(s) from LS 501 Administration of the School Library Media Center

· Your notes and text(s) from LS 506 Selection and Use of Media

To support your answers on this exam, you will want to include references to subject matter from the following courses:

· LS 503
Media Selection for Children

· LS 504
Media Selection for Young Adults

· LS 505
Information Sources: Retrieval, Dissemination & Utilization

· LS 521   Telecommunications & the Internet

· LS 507
Design & Production

You must, of course, be able to write clearly.  Three writing tools may be useful:

· Hacker, Diana.  A Writer’s Reference.  Boston: Bedford Books, 1995.

· Hodges, John C., Mary E. Whitten, and Winifred B. Horner.  Harbrace College Handbook.  San Diego: HBJ, (the latest edition)

· Strunk, William and E.B. White.  The Elements of Style.  NY: Macmillan, 1979.  

You may want to form a study group as a way of preparing for the comprehensive exam.  On the day of the exam, you will not be allowed to bring any notes or papers.  Good luck.

Ramona N. Kerby, Ph.D.
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