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SLM 506 COURSE OBJECTIVES
 1.  To recognize the fundamental necessity of a carefully selected, comprehensive, up-to-date, and balanced library collection that supports curricular needs as well as personal learning needs of students and staff.  

2.  To demonstrate a detailed knowledge of the school curriculum—elementary, middle, or high school level—of your district, your state, and our national library and information literacy standards. 

3.  To create lessons that reflect the curriculum, that contribute to lifelong learning, and that are appropriate for a diverse group of learners. 

4.  To demonstrate a detailed knowledge of many selection tools and then to use these tools by preparing book orders that reflect a variety of subjects and levels of difficulty. 

5.  To learn how to analyze and evaluate a library collection according to criteria such as age, circulation, and usefulness. 

6.  To demonstrate an understanding of how these individual aspects of collection management fit into a unified picture of collection development.


1.  To informally evaluate 1 school library media collection.  Due Week 2.   2 percent. 

2.  To get a copy of the school curriculum for the district where you hope to work.  Using it as a guideline, make a simple, yet comprehensive chart.  Try to get it on one page—two pages maximum.  Your goal is to learn the curriculum, to prepare a chart useful to your students and teachers, and to use this chart to analyze the strengths and weaknesses of your future collection.  Student examples: Brian Baczkowski, Linda Caudill, See assessschoolcurriculumchart. Due Week 4. 15 percent. 

3.  To prepare 1 library lesson following the guidelines in School Library Media Activities Monthly.  The lesson reflects a subject on your curriculum chart as well as an aspect of the Information Literacy Standards and/or the Maryland Learning Outcomes. <http://mdk12.org/mspp/mspap/whats-tested/learneroutcomes/index.html> See assessment. Due Week 6.  15 percent. 

4.  To take an online test on the selection sources. See assessment.  Due Week 8. 28 percent.
5.  To formally evaluate 1 school library media collection.  See Doll and Barron's book and my SLMAM articles for instructions.  Complete this assignment with a partner or with 3 in a group.  5 in a group is too many.  You may NOT do it alone.  Due Week 11. 10 percent. 

6.  To prepare a book order using this year's professional selection journals and to reflect on the similarities/differences of everyone's orders. Due Week 13.  See BOinstructions. 10 percent. 

7.  To collaborate and prepare a book order on one subject area appropriate for your level.  Due Week 13.  See BOinstructions. 10 percent. 

8.  To participate in weekly online discussions and to reflect on your participation. See assessment.  10 percent.  Due Week 15.
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