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KERBY’S QUICK LIST OF CHILDREN’S AUTHORS

The following authors and illustrators are respected by reviewers and loved by children.  When I highlight authors in class, you may expect to see them on a test.  

This list is just a beginning, however.  Always read the current year’s master list of: (1) ALA/ALSC Notable Lists (these include books, recordings, videos, and software;  (2) ALA/ALSC current year’s Newbery honor and Caldecott honor books, the Pura Belpré, Coretta Scott King, and ALSC Notable Award books; (3) the newest list of Outstanding Science Trade Books; (4) Outstanding Books in the Field of Social Studies; and (5) Maryland Black-Eyed Susan Award books and/or Pennsylvania Young Reader’s Choice Award books.  You’ll also want to review the book lists at Children’s Book Council (www.cbcbooks.org)
Read a variety of books for diverse learners related to: ethnicity, race, gender, language, socioeconomic status, disability, geographical area, religious background, and exceptionalities in learning.  

When you do not like a particular book, skim it and go on to something else.  Do not write an annotation for this book.  When you find an author you really enjoy, read more of his/her books.

EASY FICTION
Tedd Arnold
Lynne Barasch
Eric Carle

Denys Cazet

Rod Clement

Brian Collier

Doreen Cronin

Tomie DePaola

David Diaz

Lulu Delacre

Lois Ehlert

Kevin Henkes

Dinah Johnson

Betsy Lewin

Ted Lewin

Leo Lionni

Arnold Lobel (Frog & Toad)
James Marshall

Jerdine Nolen

Bill Peet

The Pinkneys
Patricia Polacco

Cynthia Rylant

Robert Sabuda

Jon Scieszka

David Shannon

Chris Van Allsburg

Rosemary Wells

Mo Willems

INTERMEDIATE FICTION
Lloyd Alexander

Avi

Mary Blount Christian

Andrew Clements

Priscilla Cummings

Christopher Paul Curtis

Beverly Cleary

John Erickson

Jack Gantos

Patricia Reilly Giff

Margaret Peterson Haddix

Mary Downing Hahn

Kimberly Willis Holt

Lois Lowry
Sheila Moses

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

Barbara Park

Katherine Paterson

Gary Paulsen

Dav Pilkey

J.K. Rowling

Pam Muñoz Ryan

Louis Sachar

Gloria Skurzynski

Mildred Taylor

Lisa Yee
Lawrence Yep

NONFICTION
Caroline Arnold

Jim Arnosky

Susan Bartoletti

Nic Bishop

Louise Borden

Ashley Bryan
Sneed Collard
Lynn Curlee
Leo & Diane Dillon

Paul Fleischman

Dennis Fradin

Russell Freedman

Jean Fritz

Gail Gibbons

Jim Giblin

James Haskins
Mary Ann Hoberman


Steve Jenkins

Mona Kerby

Sandra Markle

Patricia McKissack

Sy Montgomery
Dorothy Hinshaw Patent

Jack Prelutsky

Joanne Ryder

April Pulley Sayre

Robert San Souci

Seymour Simon

Diane Stanley


