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SLM 503 OBJECTIVES

1. To read many books—picture books, fiction, and nonfiction—appropriate for children in grades kindergarten through sixth reflecting a diversity of backgrounds and exceptionalities in learning; to examine children’s and professional magazines; (CF 1, 2; AASL 1.2)
2. To use recommended reading lists from professional organizations such as ALA/ALSC, the national social studies and science teachers’ associations, and to know a variety of book awards including Caldecott, Newbery, Coretta Scott King, Pura Belpré, and state reading awards; (CF 1,2, 6; AASL 1.2, 2.1)

3. To examine professional selection tools and to develop your own selection policy for picture books, fiction, and informational books appropriate for K-6th grade students; (CF 1,3,4,5; AASL 4.1)

4. To understand the ALA stand on censorship and to develop your own position; (CF 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; AASL 1.3, 3.1, 4.1)

5. To become a self-directed user of technology as a means of sharing literature with students; (CF 6; AASL 1.2, 1.4, 2.2)

6. To enjoy reading for pleasure and to enjoy the pursuit of lifelong learning so that you can personally model these characteristics for your own students. (CF 3; AASL 3.3)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Read a minimum of 80 books appropriate for students from kindergarten through sixth grade.  (Note: 80 is a minimum number and does not imply an A for this course.)

2. Complete the annotated bibliography according to the instructions found in the packet.  
3. Read assigned chapters from Trelease’s The Read Aloud Handbook.

4. For each class, discuss the books you’ve read or post them on Blackboard.  Evaluation is based on brevity and ability to make the book interesting.

5. Prepare your own selection criteria for each of the following: (a) picture books, (b) fiction books, and (c) informational books.  Read Norton and Van Orden for selection criteria.

6. Complete the 2 worksheets in the packet on (a) children’s and teacher’s magazines and (b) the Dewey Decimal system.

7. Present a ten-minute oral report on a particular author or genre.  Evaluation is based on originality, extent of preparation, and presentation.

8. Take a mid-term examination and complete a final assignment.  (See instructions in packet.)
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