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INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE THE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

1. All annotated bibliographies must be typed using a word processing program.

2. For each book read, state the bibliographic information and briefly annotate the story.


Bibliographic information includes: author, title, place of publication, publisher, date of publication.  For typing format, you must follow guidelines as stated in A Manual for Writers by Kate Turabian.  Chicago Manual of Style is also acceptable.  


The annotation should be written for a fourth through sixth grade reader.  It’s more of a teaser, an advertisement, without giving away the high points of the story.  If you are using size 12 font, four to six lines is usually plenty.  Still, you need to show me that you read the book.  Look at some of our annotations on The Reading Corner (www.carr.org/read).  Sometimes I include the number of pages.  It’s your choice.  


To check your writing and grammar, keep a writing manual nearby.  I use Harbrace College Handbook and also A Writer’s Reference by Hacker.

3. Include a table of contents.

4. Here are some suggested headings for your table of contents.  Also, use them as a reading guideline.


Suggested Headings
Number of books to read

Easy Fiction and Caldecott Books




at least 15


Intermediate Fiction and Newbery books



at least 20


Maryland Black-Eyed Susan Award Books (current list) (or PA)
at least  3


Fairy Tales (from the 398.2 section!) 



at least  5


Science (from the 500s)





at least 10


Biography and History (92s and 900s)



at least  8


Poetry (800s)






at least  5


Brand new books





at least  9

5. You will want to read books suggested on the handout “A Quick List of Children’s Authors.”  (Test questions will come from this handout.)

6. Read new books.  See the American Library Association site (www.ala.org) and print lists of the year’s best books.  Do NOT get just any book that happens to look new.  I want you to select books found in recommended selection sources.

7. Avoid reading outdated nonfiction books.  (Except books by Fritz, Freedman, and me, of course!) Your grade may be lowered as a result.  Read titles from the current lists of the (a) Outstanding Science Trade Books and (b) Outstanding Books in the Field of Social Studies.

8. The evaluation of the annotated bibliography will be based on the following criteria:

· Quantity and variety of books read

· Quality of books read

· Adequacy of annotation

· Neatness, organization, and use of the English language

· And, the bibliography should reflect the books you discussed in class
  

