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WRITING FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS

1. WRT 501: Reading Like a Writer

3 credits 

This course examines the writing craft of respected children and young adult authors.  The course content explores craft elements, including audience, word choice, sentence construction, narration, plot, characters, and setting.  Candidates identify, analyze, and model these elements by a thorough reading of selected picture books, fiction, and nonfiction books. 
2. WRT 503: Fiction: Writing Novels for Grades 3-12

3 credits 

This course explores the mechanics of writing an effective (and marketable) novel for middle grade or young adult readers.  The course content encompasses voice, point of view, characters, and setting.  Candidates create a story concept, outline, and build plots and subplots.  They write the first chapter of their novel, preparing them to enter the writing workshop course.

3. WRT 505: Nonfiction: Writing for Grades PreK-12

3 credits 

This course examines the methods of writing marketable nonfiction (books, magazines, and other media) for students in grades PreK-12.  The course content explores the techniques of writing nonfiction, school curricula, and the publishers of curriculum material.  Candidates write the query letter, outline, and first chapter of a nonfiction topic, preparing them to enter the writing workshop course.
4. WRT 507: Picture Books: Writing for Grades PreK-4

3 credits 

This course explores the mechanics of writing an effective and marketable picture book for young readers.  The course content addresses voice and point of view, clarifying the picture book’s characters, plot, and purpose, paying close attention to the rhythm and sound of the words, while allowing the pictures to carry the story forward.  Candidates write a complete first draft of a picture book, preparing them to enter the writing workshop course.
5. WRT 510: Writing Workshop for Children and Young Adult Books

3 credits 

This course creates an online academic community where candidates apply the knowledge they gained from WRT 503, 505, or 507 and write creatively in a supportive environment.  The course content centers on writing and revising as well as providing helpful feedback to classmates’ work. Candidates write and revise a minimum of ten pages weekly while actively contributing to the online workshop community. 
