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INSTRUCTIONS TO COMPLETE THE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

The purpose of this assignment is for you to demonstrate that you have read quality children’s literature throughout the semester and for you to have tangible evidence of your love of reading to share with your future students.  Your annotated bibliography demonstrates (a) your knowledge of children’s literature, (b) your personal love of reading, (c) your ability to encourage elementary school age students to read for pleasure, and (d) your ability to communicate in a digital landscape.  You will want to discuss the books, audio, and videos in class.

In your last course, SLM 550 Professional Portfolio, you’ll be asked to select artifacts from previous courses and to write reflections.  Below are AASL Standards and indicators that you might use in SLM 550 when reflecting on this annotated bibliography assignment.  While all of the standards are addressed in this assignment, perhaps this annotated bibliography best exemplifies 1.2 Literacy and Reading.
AASL Standards and Indicators Addressed:

1.2  Literacy and Reading—Candidates are aware of major trends in reading material for children.  Candidates select materials to address the multicultural needs and interests of diverse young readers and learners. Candidates…promote leisure reading.  They model their personal enjoyment of reading in order to promote the habits of creative expression and lifelong reading.

1.4  Stimulating Learning Environment—Candidates demonstrate…a positive educational climate. Candidates demonstrate ways to establish and maintain a positive educational climate in the library media center

2.1  Knowledge of Learners & Learning—Candidates design and implement instruction that engages the students’ interests, passions, and needs which drive their learning. 

4.1  Managing Information Resources—Candidates select print resources using professional selection tools develop a quality collection designed to meet diverse curricular and personal needs. 

1. The annotated bibliography must be typed.  You may put it in a slim notebook or have it spiral bound.  Do not include pages in plastic sleeves.  Consider including an image of the book cover with each annotation.  Get the images from your online public library catalog instead of an online bookstore since bookstore images often have a sales banner on the cover.   

2. While the bibliography will be mostly books, you will also want to listen and view recommended literature titles.  For each item read, viewed, or heard, state the bibliographic information and briefly annotate the story.

3. Bibliographic information includes: author, title, place of publication, publisher, date of publication. Use the original publisher, not the paperback publisher.  For typing format, follow guidelines as stated in A Manual for Writers by Kate Turabian or The Chicago Manual of Style.  

4. The annotation should be written for a fourth through sixth grade reader.  It’s more of a teaser, an advertisement, without giving away the high points of the story.  If you are using size 12 font, four to six lines is usually plenty.  Still, you need to show me that you read the book.  Do not include the number of pages or the Lexile score.

5. Check your writing and grammar with a writing manual.  I use Harbrace College Handbook and also A Writer’s Reference by Hacker.  I count off for grammatical and spelling errors.

6. Include a table of contents and consider using tabs between sections.

7. Here are some suggested headings for your table of contents.  Also, use them as a reading guideline.

Suggested Headings
Number of books to read
Easy Fiction and Caldecott Books




at least 15

Intermediate Fiction and Newbery books



at least 20

Maryland Black-Eyed Susan Award Books (current list) (or PA)
at least  3

Fairy Tales (from the 398.2 section!) 




at least  5

Science (from the 500s)






at least 10

Biography and History (92s and 900s)




at least 10

Poetry (800s)







at least  5

8. You will want to read books suggested on the handout “A Quick List of Children’s Authors.”  (Test questions will come from this handout.)  Do NOT get just any book that happens to look new.  I want you to select books found in recommended selection sources.

9. Avoid reading outdated nonfiction books; your grade may be lowered if you do.  (Except books by Fritz, Freedman, and me.  () You must read titles from the current lists of the (a) Outstanding Science Trade Books, (b) Outstanding Books in the Field of Social Studies, and (c) nonfiction titles from the ALA/ALSC notable lists.

10. Write an introductory letter to your students where you succinctly describe your love of reading and why you made this notebook for them.  You’ll want your letter to reflect the ideas and wording in AASL standards 1.2, 1.4, and 2.1.
11. Over the course of the semester as you are reading, listening, and viewing children’s literature, please be sharing with young students and reading some of their suggestions.  Keep notes on the comments that they make.  You’ll want to use their comments when you write your reflection so that you can identify these students’ reading behaviors, and show how you’ve “instilled a sense of enjoyment in reading in others that leads to lifelong reading habits” and “created a positive educational environment.”  
I’ll bring bibliographies of previous candidates so that you can see some examples.  For the grading criteria, please refer to the scoring tool found in this packet.  But the real evaluation will occur as you watch your students use the bibliography you’ve created.  I’ll want to hear of your success!






