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● Historical Fiction (Dear America Series)

James joins the Union army as a private and keeps a journal of the experiences of his unit. In the journal, he records his promotion to sergeant and his experiences of being lost behind enemy lines during battle.
The Great Fire
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● Nonfiction History

The Great Fire of 1871 wiped out the heart of Chicago and left many people homeless.  The flames swept through the city, fueled by high winds and dry weather.  

Blizzard!
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● Nonfiction History
In March 1888, an unexpected blizzard swept across New York paralyzing the city in many feet of snow.  Trains were stopped and telegraph wires were downed.  

My Face to the Wind: The Diary of Sarah Jane Price, A Prairie Teacher
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● Historical Fiction (Dear America Series)

When Sarah's father, the school teacher of Broken Bow, Nebraska, dies, she becomes the teacher.  She must prove herself to the school board and the town.  Her journal brings us up-close with the life of a one-room school teacher on the prairie in 1881. 

The Real Benedict Arnold
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● Nonfiction History

Benedict Arnold is vilified for his treasonous acts.  Why did he change from Revolutionary hero and brave commander to turncoat?  Jim Murphy gives us a sympathetic view of Benedict Arnold. 

An American Plague
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● Nonfiction History

The yellow fever swept through Philadelphia in 1793 sending people fleeing from the city in fear for their lives.  The yellow fever was a terrifying disease that caused people to have high fevers, vomit black blood, and become jaundiced. It was often fatal.    
Carol Briggs, 7/12/09
