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introduction

WELCOME to the Masters of Science Degree Program in School Library Media at McDaniel College.  We are happy that you have chosen McDaniel and look forward to working with you as you embark on a new professional adventure!

about this handbook

This handbook supports and extends the information stated in the printed graduate catalog.  Since the catalog is the official publication, you’ll want to refer to it for information on admission, tuition, grades, description of courses, etc.

For more information and news, about the school library media program, you will want to access the McDaniel website at http://www.mcdaniel.edu.  Read about the school library media program.  Note the coordinator’s page at http://www2.mcdaniel.edu/slm .

Also, as a graduate student in the school library media program, you will receive instructions on subscribing to our SLM listserv.

McDaniel College Graduate Studies Theme

To prepare knowledgeable, caring, & reflective practitioners who facilitate learning for all students in a diverse and technological society.

mcdaniel college Conceptual framework

Our conceptual framework—Knowledge, Diversity, Leadership, Reflection, Communication, and Technology—guide our course syllabi and class assignments.
american association of school librarians standards  

Your coursework will reflect the professional standards of the American Association of School Librarians (AASL), a division of the American Library Association (ALA).  These standards are fully explained in the document ALA/AASL Standards for Preparation Programs for School Library Media Specialists.  The four standards are: (1) Use of Information & Ideas, (2) Teaching & Learning, (3) Collaboration & Leadership, and (4) Program Administration.

slm Program goals

MCDANIEL COLLEGE also endorses the standards in the American Association of School Librarians’ (AASL) Information Power: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs.  Upon completion of the graduate program, the school library media specialist will be able:

1) to make resources available to a diversity of students and teachers through a systematically developed school collection and to access resources outside the school

2) to use a variety of instructional methods with different user groups, incorporating media and technology

3) to provide leadership in the assessment, evaluation, and implementation of information and instructional technologies

4) to inspire lifelong learning and reading
faculty

coordinator

The coordinator is Ramona N. Kerby, Ph.D.  She received her doctorate of philosophy in Library Science from Texas Woman’s University. Her courses include: Introduction to School Library Media, School Library Administration, Literature for Children, Literature for Young Adults, and Selection & Use of Media.

Lecturers

 
Professionals active in the school library media profession will teach some of your courses.  The names and degrees of all the lecturers may be found in the graduate catalog, but below are some of the lecturers who regularly teach for McDaniel College and their courses.

· Mr. Brian Baczkowski, Professional Portfolio

· Ms. Kay Craig, Media Selection for Young Adults

· Ms. Linda Crump, Internship
· Ms. Joanne Hay, Storytelling
· Mr. Charles Phillips, Telecommunications, Information Sources, and Multimedia Design

admission and matriculation

Again, please refer to the printed graduate catalog for an explanation of the admission and matriculation requirements.  

Before meeting with the coordinator to plan your program, please complete an Application for Graduate Study, including a satisfactory essay on why you want to purse graduate study in the SLM profession.  You’ll also submit official transcripts of all your college coursework.  

You will want to ask three professionals to complete the reference checklist forms. (Ask your principal and/or school supervisor.)  This checklist is linked to our Conceptual Framework Outcomes.  

The Graduate Office requires a copy of your Praxis test score, passing it at the state-designated qualifying score. If you are not a teacher, please take the Praxis I exam.  For information about taking one of these exams, please call the Graduate Office at 410-857-2501.

After you have completed three graduate courses (the coordinator must have taught one of the three courses), please complete the Self-Assessment Checklist and submit it to the coordinator.  The form is found at http://www2.mcdaniel.edu/slm . If you meet all of the matriculation requirements, you will be notified by mail that you have been formally accepted into the school library media program. 

Please note that merely completing courses does not constitute acceptance into the school library media program.

Academic probation

Graduate students must maintain a 3.00 grade point average for all course work. If a grade of C is received, the student is place on academic probation.  Again, please refer to the printed graduate catalog for a complete explanation.

PROFESSIONAL PORTFOLIO

Beginning in the fall of 2003, candidates will prepare a professional digital portfolio.  This final project replaces the comprehensive examination. The portfolio is designed to showcase everything the candidate has learned throughout the SLM program.  Candidates organize their portfolio according to the AASL four professional standards, selecting previous class assignments that best represent the standards.  The artifacts showcase print and media files. 

courses

Since school librarians are expected to be technology experts, some of your courses will be online.  For a complete listing and description of the courses, please refer to the graduate catalog.  To see samples of course syllabi, please refer to http://www2.mcdaniel.edu/slm. 

Briefly, here are the required courses:

SLM 501  School Library Administration

SLM 502  Organization and Access

SLM 503  Literature for Children

SLM 504  Literature for Young Adults

SLM 505  Information Sources: Retrieval, Dissemination and Utilization

SLM 506  Selection and Use of Media

SLM 507  Multimedia Presentation and Design

SLM 521  Telecommunications & the Internet

SLM 550  Professional Portfolio 

SLM 552  Internship, OR
SLM 553  Advanced Internship

EDU 550  Introduction to Research Methodology  (a requirement for all graduate students), AND
One elective course that you and I will choose together.
The Master of Science degree, a minimum of thirty-six graduate hours, meets the certification requirements of the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) as a school library media specialist.  These state certification requirements were adopted on July 15, 2001 and are located at https://constmail.gov.state.md.us/comar/13a/13a.12.03.03.htm

The Pennsylvania Department of Education also recognizes the degree.

It is assumed that when you enter the school library media program, you have teacher certification and that you have taught.  If this is not the case, you will need additional coursework to obtain MSDE certification.  These courses, which may be at the graduate or undergraduate level, should be in the following areas as described in the state guidelines:

· history and philosophy of education

· student developmental levels, learning theory, and strategies for identifying student information and learning needs

· theories, principles, and methods of instructional design and delivery

· inclusion of special needs student populations

While computer labs are available on campus, successful students will find that is essential to own a computer and have an Internet provider.  Again, refer to the coordinator’s web site for the software that we use. 

course sequence

While there is not a rigid course sequence, candidates are advised to take particular courses at certain times.  For your first course, please take SLM 503 Literature for Children.  In this course, students read hundreds of new books and explore language arts web sites, thereby getting a strong foundation of the SLM program.  After this course, candidates should take SLM 521 Telecommunications & the Internet and SLM 505 Information Sources.

Near the end of the SLM program, candidates are advised to take SLM 506 Selection & Use of Media and SLM 501 Administration.  During their final semester, candidates should enroll in their internship (SLM 552 or SLM 553) and SLM 550 Professional Portfolio.

anticipated course schedule

As long as you are an actively enrolled student, you will receive a course bulletin for the next semester sent by U.S. Mail.  If for some reason, you do not receive it, please request one by calling 410-857-2500.  To see drafts of future semester schedules, once again, please refer to the coordinator’s website.

contact information for frequently used offices

Assistant Registrar for Graduate Studies, Kathi Rice, krice@mcdaniel.edu

Bursar, Sue Schmidt,  sschmidt@mcdaniel.edu  410-857-2210

Graduate Office, 410-857-2500, FAX 410-857-2515

Graduate Records, Crystal Perry, cperry@mcdaniel.edu, 410-857-2513, and Penny Pfeiffer, ppfeiffer@mcdaniel.edu, 410-857-2751. 

conclusion

WE HOPE that this information has answered some of your questions.  Being a school library media specialist is a demanding, yet personally rewarding profession.  Our goal is to help you become an outstanding school library media specialist, fully capable of directing the educational needs of young students in the twenty-first century.
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