Bonnie Branch Middle School Curriculum
                                                               Howard County Public Schools

	Subject
	Grade 6
	Grade 7
	Grade 8

	English


	· Poetry: limerick, haiku, cinquain, diamante
· Literary patterns in plots & characters 
· Biography & autobiography
· Folklore & legends 
· Grammar, usage, mechanics

Watership Down

Diary of Anne Frank
	· Drama

· Literary forms of romance, comedy, tragedy, satire/irony

· Mystery
· Mythology, fractured fairy tales

· Grammar, usage, mechanics

Edgar Allan Poe Short Stories

Antigone
House on Mango Street (opt)
	· Short story
· Tragedy
· Fantasy/science fiction

· Epic

· Grammar, usage, mechanics
Romeo & Juliet            Beowulf

Ella Enchanted            The Odyssey

Killer Angels               Frankenstein

The Red Badge of Courage

	Reading


	· Strategic reading & application to textbooks 
· Interactions with literature

· Research process

· Reading to perform a task
	· Strategic reading - math & science textbooks 
· Interpretations of literature
· Primary & secondary sources in research

· Evaluating directions to perform a task
	· Strategic reading - social studies textbook

· Critical responses to literature 
· I-search

· Revising & creating directions to perform a task

	Social Studies

	· Geographic terms/concepts

· Elements of culture & cultural appreciation

· Development of civilizations 
· Country studies: 
    Sub-Saharan Africa 
    North Africa
    Middle East, Asia,
    Australia, New Zealand &  
    South Pacific
	· Western Europe
     Ancient Greece, Roman Empire,
     Medieval Europe     
· Eastern Europe 
    Slavic, Vikings, Byzantine 
· Russia, Eurasian Republics 
· Latin America
    Mayans, Aztecs, Incas
· United States
· Canada
	· Colonial America
· American Revolution (people)

· Federalist, Jeffersonian & Jacksonian Eras (philosophies &  people)

· War of 1812

· Nationalism

· Industrialization of America
· Westward expansion

· Civil War

· Reconstruction

	Science


	· Lab safety, scientific method 
· Properties of matter

· Processes that shape planets
Volcanoes

    Earthquakes 
· Minerals & rocks

· Solar System

· Weather & climate 
· Oceanography
Science Fair
	· Lab safety, scientific method 
· Living organisms, structure & function 
· Cell structures

· Diseases, genetics & heredity (DNA)

· Ecology
· Human body systems 
· Atmosphere

· Properties of matter
Science Fair
	· Lab safety, scientific method & measurement

· Electricity & magnetism

· Waves, light & sound

· Forces & motion

· Kinetic-molecular theory

· Atoms, molecules & chemical reactions
· Genetics

· Landforms

· Space research
Science Fair

	Math


	Math I:  - Fractions   - Whole numbers

              - Decimals   - Probability  

- Ratios, proportions & percent   

- Geometry & measurement

- Interpreting data

Math II: - Variables        - Equations  

              - Data analysis  - Integers

              - Functions        - Probability

- Proportions & percents

- Geometry & measurement
- Patterns, expressions,  number theory
	Pre-Algebra:          - Algebraic concepts
- Linear functions     - Probability
- Rational numbers   - Statistics
- Geometry & measurement

- Ratio, rate, proportion

- Percent & geometric applications

- Polynomials (optional)
Algebra I: - Polynomials    - Quadratics     

- Linear systems                 - Matrices

- Linear equations              - Exponents

- Linear functions & graphs

- Statistics & probability
- Patterns & functions
	 Geometry: 
- Concepts & patterns

- Proof of reasoning
- Parallel & perpendicular lines 
- Triangle relationships  
- Quadrilaterals

- Transformations

- Similarities                - Polygons   
- Surface area               - Volume

- Circles

Eighth grade students

can be placed in Pre-Algebra,

Algebra I, or Geometry (GT)

	Students are placed in math courses according to skill level
	
	
	

	Foreign Language


	

	-  Communicate in the French or Spanish language

-  Gain understanding of other cultures

-  Make connections with other school subjects

-  Draw understanding about the nature of language & culture

-  Participate in multilingual communities

	Art
	Drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, crafts, sketchbooks through all three years

· Perceptual problems                                   -  Visual memory & meaning                      -  Aesthetic judgment

· Rhythm & movement                                 -  Art history                                                -  Illusion of depth & form

· Space & depth                                            -   Mood, contour, center of interest            -  Elements of design                                                                     
                                                                         

	Health
	Tobacco, alcohol & other drugs, family life & human sexuality through all three years

· Safety & first aid                                      -  Nutrition and fitness:                                 -  Safety & first aid 
· Injury prevention                                          Eating disorders                                        -  Injury prevention: sexual 
· Disease prevention & control:                  -  Disease prevention & control                        harassment/child abuse  
    HIV/AIDS                                                 -  Mental Health:  depression                       -   Mental Health:  stress                                                                                                                                
Emphasis on multimedia/videos to support teaching of concepts

	FACS
Family & Consumer Sciences
	· Academic & career options

· Basic food preparation & nutrition

· Textile & apparel manufacturing

Uses Career & Nutrition software to support learning
	· Career development: changing roles of the sexes

· Becoming an informed consumer: budgeting & taxes 
· School subjects & work  
· Becoming a productive community member: service learning sewing project, food preparation project
Uses Career & Nutrition software to support learning
	· Careers in nutrition & food service

· Resume writing & job applications

· Portfolio development
· Plan & examine daily food intake

· Writing menus

· Food safety
Uses Career & Nutrition software to support learning

	Music
	· Perceives performs & responds to music       -  Music in  history & culture                 -  Improvise & produce music

· Aesthetically evaluate music                          -  Read & notate  music on a basic         -  Playing of instruments                          

· Singing                                                               level of competence
                                                                   

	Phys.

Ed.
	Movement, fitness & attitude towards physical activity & sportsmanship through all three years

	
	Grades 6 through 8:
· Fitness assessments     -  Soccer

· Basketball                    -  Volleyball

· Field hockey                -  Flag  football

· Lacrosse                       -  Softball


	Grades 7 through 8:  
-  Archery                         -  Bowling

-  Golf                               -  Tennis

-  Badminton                     -  Fencing

-  Gymnastics                    -  Track and Field


	Tech.

Ed.
	· Nature of technology 

· Evolution of inventions

· Technological resources 


	· Technological resources 

· Careers in technology – current &  
     historically
	· Technological resources
· Impact of technology on individual, society & environment

· Create a technical drawing 
· Measure using English & Metric systems
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