
Montgomery County Public Schools
Grades 6-8 Library Media Curriculum and Goals

Enduring Understandings: 

· The efficient and effective use of information is essential for understanding and communicating ideas.

· Lifelong learning is built on a foundation of information literacy.

	Information Literacy:

Standards 1-3

The student who is information literate accesses information efficiently and effectively, evaluates information critically and competently, and uses information accurately and creatively.


	Identify, find, and use LMC resources in all areas (fiction, non-fiction, non-print, computer/online)

Understand circulation procedures, use of patron’s catalog, use of county library resources

Learn/apply appropriate search terminology and strategies to meet research needs

   Match search strategy to resources (search engines, directories, databases, indexes)

   Electronic search strategies (keyword, Boolean, title...)

   Print search strategies (book contents, PAC, Dewey system)
   Advantages/disadvantages of print and electronic resources

Recognize information that answers questions when found:

   Relevant vs. extraneous info.

   Adjust questions if needed

Evaluate and choose websites

Analyze information/data displayed in different formats (graph, web, text, visual, audio, database…)

	Independent Learning:

Standards 4-6

The student who is an independent learner is information literate and pursues information related to personal interests, appreciates literature and other creative expressions of information, and strives for excellence in information seeking and knowledge generation.


	Recreational Reading

   Book Talks, Displays, Student Book Reviews / Morning Announcement “ads”, Book Club

Importance of lifelong learning

Identify ways literature has impacted the human experience and is a reflection of the human experience

Learn/review/utilize reading strategies:

  Establish purpose for reading

  Use text features

  Identify main idea/ supporting details

Define/Refine information need:

   Formulate questions

   Identify topics to investigate using criteria of an assignment or for personal interest

Introduction/review/application of note-taking strategies:

  Graphic Organizers, note cards, etc.

  Key concepts written in phrases

  Citing sources and bibliographic formats

Use a variety of strategies for organizing information (alphabetical, chronological, part to whole, gen. to specific, main idea and supporting details, compare/contrast, cause and effect)



	Social Responsibility:

Standards 7-9
The student who contributes positively to the learning community and to society is information literate and recognizes the importance of information to a democratic society, practices ethical behavior in regard to information and information technology, and participates effectively in groups to pursue and generate information.


	Learn and follow LMC policies

Review structure of information and identify best format for organizing it (text, graphic, graph, database, spreadsheet, etc.)

Create materials in appropriate format to support written, oral, or multimedia presentations

     Instruction in use of Inspiration, Power Point, Excel, Word, Claris Home Page, etc.

Use information responsibly:

   Take notes in phrases using graphic organizers during research

   Follow copyright laws

   Cite sources using MCPS bibliography format 

      Bib formats on student dividers in binder

      Bib “cards” available in LMC for all formats

Identify ways in which access to information has made a difference to individuals, consider ways it could be useful, and predict other benefits to individuals, society, etc.

Use information to make a difference in own life and lives of others (student service learning)


Standards based upon AASL's Information Power Information Literacy Standards, copyright 1998 and MCPS’s Information Literacy: A Shared Responsibility, 2002 draft.
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