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The Flip Camera and Foreign Languages 

Towards a Digital Literacy? 

Mohamed Esa, McDaniel College – mesa@mcdaniel.edu 
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The flip makes video-production much 
easier and simpler:  

No tapes, SD cards, or cables 
No buttons-jungle 

Easy to use: less than 10 buttons and 
functions 

Easy transfer of high-quality video 

directly to your computer with a USB 
flip out (hence the Flip name) 

connector 

Great for limited budgets (inexpensive, 
less than $150 per device) 

According to USA Today, Flip camcorders are currently the No. 1 
best-selling video camera at Amazon and Target. 
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Can be used on a daily basis for 
instruction and assessment: 

Record daily lectures and class 
discussions, etc. 
Record oral interviews and exams 
Record role plays, collaborative 
projects, peer interviews, etc. 
Create video (digital) stories 

Distance learning: share of videos 
between faculty and students or 
faculty and faculty  
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Basic Steps in Video Productions

Choose a topic, clarify the idea 
(consult teacher). 

Draw an outline/ write a 
synopsis of the project. 

storyboard your idea! Write script! 
Discuss first draft with teacher/ 

Rehearse the project 
(with out/ with camera). 

Topic 

Outline 

Script 

Rehearsal 

Presentation 

Production 
In-camera editing 

Post-production 
editing 

Edit while you shoot. 
View it and queue it. 

Add sound, special effects, 
animation, credits, titles, etc. 
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Four Steps to Digital Film Making 

Make 

Edit 

Capture/ Upload the scenes from a 
digital camera or a video recorder. 

Edit and arrange the captured scenes; add 
transitions, video & sound effects, voice over, 
background music, images, titles, subtitles,  
chapter markers, etc.) 

Show or Share  
Show your film or share 
it with the world on 
Youtube, Vimeo or any 
other website. 

Choose the finished movie format:  

•Burn it on DVD 
• Save it as an AVI-film:  (*.AVI) 
• Multimedia MPEG-Format (*.MPG or MP4)  

• Streaming video (*.RM, *.WMV, *.QT, *.MOV) 

• Upload it and share it on the web 

Capture  
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